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A Letter from 
President Niemi  

Dear Friends, 
Fall is fast approaching, with cooler weather 
and clear night skies. Both of which are 
welcome. Fall also means it s time for the 
annual FOTO Board elections. There have 
been many changes at the Observatory in 
recent weeks and many affect the FOTO 
board. Every year the terms for President, 
Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary all 
expire. This year the FOTO Representative/ 
COC Board position will also be open. 
There are no prerequisites to run for any 
FOTO office. Just a passion to continue to 
grow FOTO as the great organization it is. 
Chuck is accepting nomination for all 
positions for the October election. If you 
have someone in mind for any of the 
positions (and I know there are many FOTO 
members who would do a great job!) please 
pass them along to Chuck. He ll also be 
accepting floor nominations at the 
September meeting. 

The search for Observatory Director 
has concluded and the COC board has 
offered the position to yours truly! There 
were many fine candidates; including one 
other FOTO member who I had no doubts 
would have made a great director. The fact 
that they asked me really hasn t fully sunk in 
yet. But it didn t take long to realize that 
working with the great people I ve met at 
the observatory; FOTO members, 
volunteers, Paul, Dean, everyone, would be 
an opportunity I could not pass up. I could 
hardly do anything other than accept! 

The exact range of my duties is still to 
be worked out but much of it will involve 
expanding our quality programming, 
membership development, public relations  

and overseeing fundraising. I appreciate all 
the support I received while the search was 
underway. And a big thanks to Jim 
Neumeister for putting the Observatory in a 
great position for my start. Hope you enjoy 
your second retirement!   

I m still an amateur astronomer at heart 
and hope to continue to attend the monthly 
meetings. I hope you ll save a seat for me in 
the back row. 
Craig  

 

Our Monthly Meeting  
Mr. John Ventre will be our speaker at the 
September 1st meeting. John will do his 
terrific meteor program and bring his 
marvelous collection of meteorites. (yes 
that's a lot of accolades but it is truly a 
fascinating program) And you thought John 
was only a lunartic (Ed. Note: Pun courtesy 
both Craig and Val). Please note the 
monthly meeting will be held in the Mitchel 
Building rather than the main building. It 
will be held at the same 7:30 starting time.      

Be sure to join us at 6 pm at the Hyde 
Park Panera restaurant for a bite before the 
meeting. 

  

Did You Know . 

 

Scientists have reported a seemingly simple 
discovery:  Mars has methane in its 
atmosphere!  That begs the question what 
is putting methane into the Martian air? 

   Last Month s Meeting  

Our thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Everett Yowell 
for visiting FOTO last month. His stories 
and reminisces of growing up as the son of 
an Observatory Director were a wonderful 
insight to the work and the people of the 
Observatory during that period. And thanks 
to Mike Helfen for videotaping Dr. 
Yowell s talk for inclusion in the 
Observatory s archives. 

 

Planning Meeting  
The FOTO Planning Meetings are on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 6pm at Indigos on 
Hyde Park Square. Planning meetings are 
open to all interested members. Just call 
(231-7912) or email Valerie at 
(vniemi@travelhouseagency.com) so she 
can reserve enough table space. The next 
meeting is Thursday, September 15th. 

 

FOTOKids Meeting  
By Chuck Strubbe  

The next meeting of FOTOKids will take 
place on Friday, September 2nd  at 8:00 PM. 
PLEASE NOTE THE TIME 

 

8:00 PM. We 
will have a project/talk about something 
very astronomical. Then we will open up the 
telescopes for viewing, weather permitting. 
The meeting will take place at the Cincinnati 
Observatory Center.   
     If you have a kid interested in astronomy 

between the ages of 8 and 14, find out more 
about FOTOKids by contacting Chuck 
Strubbe at 513-886-7600 or 
fotokids@chuckstrubbe.com

  

http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org
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Paul Nohr s  
Astronomy Class 

 
By Paul Nohr 

 


