
 

1

e-Newsletter 
May 2005                                Published by the Friends of the Cincinnati Observatory Center                             Volume 16  No. 5 
513-321-5186                                                 www.cincinnatiobservatory.org                   Bill Cartwright, editor   wcartw@aol.com                                                                                                                                                                                

       

A Letter from 
President Niemi  

Dear Friends, 
Due to an unfortunate incident recently, 

the Observatory is again enforcing the Leash 
Law for the dog walkers. While we ve tried to 
be a good neighbor we cannot risk another 
incident, especially with all the kids we have 
on the grounds. The potential for liability is 
just too great. The good news is our volunteer 
did not suffer a serious injury from the bite and 
was back lending a hand the following 
evening. If you run across someone with their 
dog off their leash please let one of the 
Observatory staff know. 

National Astronomy Day was held April 
16th in front of the Newport Aquarium. Thanks 
to all the FOTO volunteers who came out to 
help. As always John s meteorite display was 
busy all day. It adds an interesting perspective 
to talk about the history of the Observatory 
when you re in sight of its original hilltop 
location. And speaking of Mt. Ida, thanks to 
the Gainey s for arranging for a COC display 
recently at the Playhouse. 

Dean s Planet Days series continues with 
Sunday Sunday

 

coming up on May 22nd. 
And yes there will be ice cream. So I guess it 
should be Sunday Sunday Sundae . 

The ScopeOut planning committee has 
had a couple of meetings already and things 
are moving ahead nicely. Dean has taken care 
of our biggest hurdle by arranging for John 
Dobson to be our keynote speaker. Mr. 
Dobson is probably best known for the 
telescope mounting that bears his name and for 
advocating Sidewalk Astronomy . We re 
honored he s agreed to come the O this fall. 

Clear Skies!  Craig 

     

Our Monthly Meeting  
The May FOTO monthly meeting will be held 
on May 5th at 7:30pm.  

Our guest speaker is Ron Ravneburg from 
the Columbus Astronomical Society (the other 
CAS). Ron s topic is "The Good Old Days--
Amateur Astronomy: 1950-1965". Mr. 
Ravneberg is also an avid telescope maker and 
hopefully he ll bring along Alice.      

And be sure to join us at 6 pm at the Hyde 
Park Panera restaurant for a bite before the 
meeting. Bill has straightened out Panera s 
scheduling error so we have use of the 
community room again. 

 

Last Month s Meeting  
Thanks to FOTO Secretary Valerie Niemi for 
presenting her Geology of the Solar System

 

at the last minute. Our scheduled presenter was 
Laurie Penman from the AWI. Laurie got bit 
by a late season bug and had to cancel. We ll 
see about rescheduling Ms. Penman in 
September. Valerie has given her geology talk 
for Paul s Intro Class, ScopeOut 2004 and as a 
PPS (paid public speaker) at MVAS in Dayton. 
We re fortunate she only charged us for a 
Graeter s ice cream. 

 

FOTOKids Meeting  
By Chuck Strubbe  

The next meeting of FOTOKids will take place 
on Friday, May 6th at 8:30 PM. PLEASE 
NOTE THE NEW TIME 

 

8:30 PM. We will 
have a project/talk about something very 
astronomical. Then we will open up the 
telescopes for viewing, weather permitting. 
The meeting will take place at the Cincinnati 
Observatory Center.        

If you have a kid interested in astronomy 
between the ages of 8 and 14, find out more 
about FOTOKids by contacting Chuck Strubbe 
at 513-886-7600 or 
fotokids@chuckstrubbe.com. 

 

Did You Know . 

 

Resonant Kuiper Belt Objects obit in 
synchrony with Neptune.  Pluto is the 
prototype.  It orbits twice around the sun for 
every three orbits made by Neptune.

  

FOTO Planning Meeting  
Due to the Brian Greene lecture at UC, the 
Thursday, May 19th Planning Meeting will be 
held at the Observatory at 7 pm. 
   To attend simply call 513-231-7912 or send 
an email to Valerie. 
(vniemi@travelhouseagency.com) 

  

Did You Know . 

 

The surface area of the Moon is equal to the 
area of North and South America combined. 

 

http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org
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Paul Nohr s  
Astronomy Class 

  

Paul s Tuesday classes this month will be on 
May 3rd and May 17th. These classes will deal 
primarily with  stellar evolution from Chapters 
20, 21 and 22. 

  

FOTO Imaging 
Meeting  
By Craig Niemi  

The next Astrophotography/Imaging meeting 
will be 7:30 pm Wednesday, May 18th at the 
Observatory. Last month Scott Naylor showed 
off Hydrogen Alpha photos he took with the 
11 Merz & Mahler telescope and his new 
digital SLR. FOTO Imaging is open to all 
FOTO and CAS members of all experience 
levels and interests. 

 

Did You Know . 

 

Jupiter s mass is just 0.02 that of the mass of 
the Sun. 

 

Ault Park Dances  
& Stargazes  

FOTO will be at Ault Park presenting the night 
sky to the partygoers. Thursdays, June 16, July 
21 & Aug 18th, 6-10:30 pm. Jim Groen has 
offered to head up the 3 stargazes. If the 
weather cooperates, FOTO will have a display 
table and as many telescopes as we can set up. 
Jim will be looking for volunteers and the sign 
up sheet will go around again at the May 
meeting. If you re interested in helping out, 
contact Jim at 271-0013 or 
james.groen@fuse.net. 

The Research Log  
By Richard Hamilton  

We have been discussing the discernable 
characteristics of the various extra-solar 
planets discovered to date and how they may 
be classified by some of their common traits.  
So far, we have looked at pulsar planets and 
those which may be termed terrestrial. 
     We now turn our attention to gas giants.  In 
our own solar system, these are planets which 
share important attributes with Jupiter:  
relatively large size, low density, constituted 
primarily of liquids and gasses, and formed 
outside the so-called frost line .  Jupiter 
(obviously), Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune all 
fit this description.      

Of the total 145 extra-solar planets found to 
date, 113 of them are gas giants.  Why such a 
big proportion?  Does this imply that gas giants 
are the most common type of planet?  No, not 
necessarily - it is just that large planets are 
easier to detect, regardless of the methodology 
employed.      

Next time we will discuss Hot Jupiters 
and Hot Neptunes .  We will examine 
detection methodologies in upcoming columns.      

It has been a year (!) since the Research 
Group began meeting, and much progress has 
been made in terms of assembling and 
preparing the required equipment and defining 
our methods and procedures.  Everyone 
involved should be proud of the work that has 
been done and of what we have learned.        

What is needed now is for observing teams 
to form on as many of the available nights as 
possible so that we can begin data collection in 
earnest.  If you have not been up to the dome 
for an observing session, please consider 
signing up now - the available dates can be 
found on the Research Group website.  

The May general meeting will be 
held on the fourth Tuesday, May 
24th, at 7:00 pm        

The Team Leaders planning meeting is 
scheduled for the second Tuesday, May 10th.      

Participation in the Research Group is open 
to all FOTO members.  No prior research 
experience is necessary, and all meetings and 
work sessions are open.  Students are 
especially encouraged to participate.        

If you wish to have further information 
regarding the COC Research Program or wish 
to attend a session, please contact me via e-
mail at rehamilton@fuse.net.        

The Research Group website 
COCresearch is hosted by Yahoo! Groups 

and can be found at  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/COCresearch/ 

   
Brian Greene to  
Speak at U.C.  

 

As part of World of Physics 2005, Brian 
Greene, Author and star of The 
Elegant Universe , is coming to UC for a free 
talk Thursday, May 19th, in Corbett 
Auditorium, between 4 and 5 p.m. There will 
be a reception elsewhere between 5 and 6 pm. 
     For more information check out this 
website: 
http://nimrod.phy.uc.edu/physics/greene/index.
html. 

  

Upcoming FOTO &   
Observatory  Events    

May 22
nd 

Sun-day Sunday Sundae 

May 24
th

  Jupiter (offered by UC s 
Communiversity) 

Sep. 24
th

  ScopeOut Astronomy Fair 

Nov. 5
th   Mars Returns 

Nov. 12
th

 Mars Returns 

 

Did You Know . 

 

The two Mars rovers confirmed what many 
scientists have long suspected: Billions of 
years ago, enough water pooled on the surface 
of Earth's neighbor long enough to allow the 
possibility for life. 

 

Banklick Woods State 
Park Stargazes   

FOTO will be at Banklick Woods with 
programs and viewing of the night sky on 
Saturdays, June 25, July 16 & Aug 13th. 
FOTO/COC will provide the speakers, have a 
display/info table set up and as many 
telescopes as we can run.       

John Ventre is looking for volunteer 
presenters and scope operators. The sign-up 
sheet will go around at the May meeting. If 
you re interested in helping out, contact John 
Ventre at 513-321-5186, or 
jventre@ix.netcom.com. If you can let John 
know soon, it will help with advertising. 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/COCresearch/
http://nimrod.phy.uc.edu/physics/greene/index



