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A Letter from 
President Hunter 

  

Dear Friends: 
At the last planning meeting Scott 
Naylor and I were kicking around the 
idea of inviting the public to bring 
digital cameras to presentations.  Then 
we would focus the Mitchel scope on a 
bright object such as Jupiter and let 
them take an eyepiece projection photo.  
The idea may or may not pan out. If it 
does they can go home with a good 
feeling about their visit to the 
Observatory.  It just occurred to me in 
the last few days, why not use the next 
FOTO meeting as a dry run?  So those 
members who are interested, bring your 
digital cameras.  The worst we will find 
out is the idea needs refinement. At best 
we might be on to something really 
exciting.  Hopefully this will turn into a 
new aspect of club membership.  Clear 
skies. 
Rick 

 

FOTO s June Meeting  

Our June meeting will be held at 7:30 
pm on Thursday, June 1st at the 
Observatory. Dr. Mike Sitko will talk 
about the comet 73P/Schwassmann-
Wachmann.  This comet is approaching 
closely to Earth (within several million 
miles) and is in the process of breaking up.   

     

Last count the comet was broken up into 
over 50 pieces, with multiple pieces 
exhibiting tails.  This promises to be an 
interesting talk. 

 

Last Month s Meeting  
By Rick Hunter  

Paul Nohr gave a visually stunning 
presentation on atmospheric effects. 

 

FOTOKids Meeting   
By Mike Helfen  

FOTOKids next meeting will be 
Friday, June 2nd, at 8:30 pm. 
     We are continuing a project that is 
following the Sky Puppies program as 
outlined by the Astronomical League 
(http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs
/skypuppy/skypuppy2.htm). This may 
take several months to complete, but 
you can jump in at any time. Weather 
permitting, we'll open up the telescopes 
for viewing and work on project 
requirements. 

     Also, the date for our annual summer 
campout is set. Saturday, August 5th. 
Mark your calendars!       

If you have a kid interested in 
astronomy between the ages of 8 and 
14, find out more about FOTOKids by 
contacting Mike Helfen @ 
fotokids@fuse.net or 513.378.2134 

 

Stonelick Lake 
 Star Parties   

By Scott Naylor  

Our next Star Party will be Saturday, 
June 24th , with a cloud date of the 
following Saturday, July 1st.  It s held at 
Stonelick Lake State Park, which is 
open to the public all night year round.         

For updates, directions, or 
information, phone Scott Naylor at 
513-575-5556. 

 

Word of the Month  

By Greg Huber  

        Anomalous Iron

  

Word of May: Cynthia's Lamp

  

Cynthia's Lamp is another term for the 
Moon.  It comes from Cynthia, an English 
god of the Moon. 

    

http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org
http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs
/skypuppy/skypuppy2.htm
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The Bevans Report 
From Australia 

 
By John Bevan 

 
Tricia and I are in the last week of our 
trip (Ed. Note: This report was sent to 
us on April 29th) to South Africa and   
Australia.  We left the US on March 26 
and tonight is the first night   
(Friday, April 28th) that has not been 
clear!   The southern skies have been   
wonderful of course and I regret not 
having brought my little   
refractor but I do have my 15X 
binoculars so I've had plenty of fun,   
especially pointing out the Magellanic 
Clouds and Omega Centauri to   
my grandson.  (The grandkids returned 
to the US on April 28th.)  I   
confirmed for myself again that the 
finest binocular sight anywhere   
in the heavens is around the Eta Carina 
"Keyhole" Nebula, a field  which 
includes the Southern Pleiades together 
with NGC 3114 and NGC   
3532.  It's a knockout!  Worth the trip 
all by itself! 
     Currently, we're in Tricia's home 
town, Yass, which is near Canberra   
and this afternoon I drove over to look 
at the ruins of the Mt.  Stromlo 
Observatory which you will remember 
was destroyed by a deadly   
forest fire (bushfire over here) in 2003.  
It was an awful sight as   I approached 
the mountain.  The vegetation is coming 
back of course,  but the top of the 
mountain looked stark, even from a 
distance.   
     On  the top it was "heartbreaking" 
which was the exact word I wrote in   
the visitors log.  By the way, I 
identified myself as J. Bevan,  
Cincinnati Observatory, USA.  I hope 
you all don't mind. 

     

Before coming to Australia, we were 
in South Africa seeing our old   
friends Paul and Jill Jackson whom we 
hadn't seen for 40 years (in   
Canada).  Paul's father was a Yale 
astronomer who ran the Yale-  
Columbia Observatory near 
Johannesburg until increasing light   
pollution caused him to send the 26 inch 
Yale-Columbia refractor to Mt.   
Stromlo where it did sterling service for 
many years recording the distances of 

southern stars.  This type of work has of 
course been long superseded by the 
Hipparchus and similar programs but 
the grand old scope, whose lens was 
made in Pittsburgh by a lens maker 
named McDowell (I think), remained 
on its English Equatorial mount on Mt.   
Stromlo and, like our scopes, was a 
national treasure.   
     Its loss in the 2003 fire was a tragedy 
for Australia and the history of   
astronomy.  I must admit there were 
tears in my eyes when I saw the   
scorched shell of the building and the 
concrete pillars of the mount.  The loss 
seems even greater (to me) than that of 
the 74 inch reflector whose scorched 
and scarred skeletonized dome stands 
nearby. 

 


