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A Letter from 
President Niemi  

Dear Friends, 
While Dean s outreach programs are beginning 
to quiet down for the summer, our other 
programming continues as strong as ever. The 
first quarter attendance report is still showing 
good numbers and somewhat surprisingly is 
nearly equally split for children and adults. It s 
great that everyone is finding something to 
enjoy at the O . 

The COC Leash Law had a rather 
dramatic and immediate effect on the number 
of pets running loose on the COC grounds. It 
has made the entire campus more befitting our 
National Landmark status while still letting us 
be a good neighbor to the nearby residents. 

Plans for Antique Telescope Society 
meeting in October continue to move ahead. 
More and more of their meetings are going to 
be held at the Observatory rather than off-site. 
Thanks to John Ventre for coordinating their 
meeting. Having them here can only be good 
for the O and our research efforts. 

ScopeOut plans are also moving ahead. 
Press releases have gone out so hopefully 
you ll be seeing the COC listed in your 
favorite national astronomy magazine. 
Donations are starting to come in including 
lots of cool posters and another Dob from our 
favorite Oregon telescope store. It s kind of 
amazing to see the support our old observatory 
gets from all around the nation. 

FOTO s potluck picnic is coming soon 
(see next paragraph), but I just wanted to 
remind everyone that the picnic is open to all 
FOTO members and you are encouraged to 
bring friends and family. 
Clear Skies!  Craig 

     

Our Monthly Meeting  
The June FOTO monthly meeting will be held 
on June 2nd at 7:30 pm. Our speaker is one of 
our FOTO favorites Dave Bosse. Dave s topic 
is Nucleosysnthesis

 

which sounds like scary 
title for a talk, but I know Dave will make it 
very accessible. And be sure to join us at 6 pm 
at the Hyde Park Panera restaurant for a bite 
before the meeting.      

July s potluck picnic will be held 
Thursday, July 7th at 6 pm, taking the place 
of our regular meeting. We ll pass the sign up 
sheet so you can pencil in your favorite dish to 
share. Hope to see you there! 

 

Last Month s Meeting  
Thanks to Ron Ravneberg for his great 
presentation on "The Good Old Days of 
Amateur Astronomy . Even if you didn t get 
your start in astronomy during the beginning of 
the Space Age, Ron lent an interesting 
perspective to the hobby.       

And our thanks to the Rismiller s for 
arranging for Ron s visit from the Columbus 
CAS. Ron has offered to talk again at a FOTO 
meeting and we ll be sure to take him up on his 
offer. 

 

FOTOKids Meeting  
By Chuck Strubbe  

The next meeting of FOTOKids will take place 
on Friday, June 3rd at 8:30 pm.  PLEASE 
NOTE THE TIME 

 

8:30 pm. We will have 
a project/talk about something very 
astronomical. Then we will open up the 
telescopes for viewing, weather permitting. 
The meeting will take place at the Cincinnati 
Observatory Center.       

If you have a kid interested in astronomy 
between the ages of 8 and 14, find out more 
about FOTOKids by contacting Chuck 
Strubbe at 513-886-7600 or 
fotokids@chuckstrubbe.com.

  

FOTO Planning Meeting  
The FOTO Planning Meetings are on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 6pm at Indigos on 
Hyde Park Square. Planning meetings are open 
to all interested members. Just call 513-231-
7912 or email Valerie at 
mailto:vniemi@travelhouseagency.com, so she 
can reserve enough table space. The next 
meeting is Thursday, June 16th 

 

Did You Know . 

 

Earth's magnetic field resembles a slinky in 
that when "wiggled," it undulates in waves that 
travel down the field lines at speeds up to 25 
million miles per hour. These waves can pass 
energy to electrons, accelerating them along 
the magnetic field lines toward Earth. When 
the electrons hit atoms in the atmosphere, the 
atoms become excited and produce the colors 
of the aurora. 

 

http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org
mailto:vniemi@travelhouseagency.com
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Paul Nohr s  
Astronomy Class 

  

Paul classes will be taking a vacation during 
June and July. 

 

NO June or July classes   

 

Some say Paul plans to frequent pool halls and 
loiter around race tracks, others say it s to hang 
out at Weight Watchers meetings, but the truth 
may never be known 

  

FOTO Imaging 
Meeting  
By Craig Niemi  

The next Astrophotography/Imaging meeting 
will be 7:30 pm Wednesday, June 15th at the 
Observatory. Last month Eric Africa gave us a 
great presentation on using Photoshop for 
image processing. Having just scratched the 
surface, Eric will be back in June with more 
expert advice. Imaging is open to all FOTO 
and CAS members of all experience levels and 
interests. 

  

Did You Know . 

 

Jupiter s mass is just 0.02 that of the mass of 
the Sun. 

 

For Sale   
10", f/6.15 mirror, uncoated.  Excellent mirror 
I figured some years ago and it was never 
used.  Asking price $495.  May consider a 
trade.  Call 513-831-7045 or email   
PinesOP@aol.com.  

 
Ault Park Dances  

& Stargazes  
FOTO will be at Ault Park on Thursday, June 
16th (6-10:30 pm) presenting the night sky to 
the partygoers. Jim Groen is heading up the 3 
stargazes this summer. If the weather 
cooperates, FOTO will have a display table 
and as many telescopes as we can set up. If 
you re interested in helping out, contact Jim at 
513-271-0013 or email him 
james.groen@fuse.net. 

 

The Research Log  
By Richard Hamilton  

This month s column is very abbreviated and I 
will only announce the upcoming scheduled 
sessions for the Research Group.  Next month 
my full column will return, and we will 
continue our discussion of the classification of 
extra-solar planets.      

On Wednesday, June 8th we will hold a 
dome open house and training session, rain 
or shine, beginning around 8:00 pm in the 
Herget Building.  If you are interested in the 
Research Group, or are a current member and 
have not been up to the dome for an observing 
session, please consider attending.  Simply e-
mail me at the address below if you think you 
might like to join in.      

The June general meeting will be held on 
the 4th Tuesday (June 28th) at 7:00 pm.  The 
Team Leaders planning meeting is scheduled 
for the 2nd Tuesday (June 14th).      

Participation in the Research Group is open 
to all FOTO members.  No prior research 
experience is necessary, and all meetings and 
work sessions are open.  Students are 
especially encouraged to participate.  If you 
wish to have further information regarding the 
COC Research Program or wish to attend a 
session, please email me at 
rehamilton@fuse.net.  The Research Group 
website COCresearch is hosted by Yahoo! 
Groups.  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/COCresearch/

  

Banklick Woods State 
Park Stargazes   

The first of the Banklick Woods Stargazes is 
coming up on Saturday, June 25th. FOTO will 
be there with programs and viewing of the 
night sky. John is looking for volunteers for 
scope operators and assistants. The sign up 
sheet will go around again at the June meeting. 
If you re interested in helping out, contact John 
Ventre at 513-321-5186, or  
jventre@ix.netcom.com. 

Dinesmore Homestead 
Stargazes  

Richard Hamilton is leading a stargaze at the 
historic Dinesmore Homestead 
(http://www.dinsmorefarm.org/) on Thursday, 
June 30th starting at 9 pm. It s supposed to be a 
small group but you never know once the word 
gets out. If you re interested in helping out, 
contact Richard at 513-484-6284, or 
mailto:rehamilton@fuse.net. 

 

Green Bank  
Star Quest II  

Combining Optical and Radio 
Astronomy at One Event! 


