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A Letter from 
President Hunter 

  

Hello everyone!  I was talking with 
Scott Naylor and Dean Regas the other 
day and the subject of sidewalk 
Astronomy came up.  I would like to 
start a side walk Astronomy group with 
FOTO members.  This would be an 
excellent way to round up new club 
members and give positive public 
exposure to the Observatory.  Of course 
everyone knows what comes next. 
VOLUNTEERS

 

NEEDED!   

     

Between work and other 
responsibilities the club officers and the 
COC staff are saturated so please 
someone come forward to head up this 
effort.  I believe a side- walk 
Astronomy effort can help draw 
attention to the Observatory and 
possibly assist by means of this 
attention to draw in possible grants and 
donors.  So please everyone, give 
careful thought about volunteering as a 
sidewalk Astronomer.  
Clear Skies! 
Rick 

 

Did You Know . 

 

The newly discovered moon of Xena, the 
newly discovered 10th planet, is about 
25,000 miles from Xena, and takes about 3 
weeks to complete an orbit, somewhat 
similar to our Moon. 

 

Last Month s Meeting 

 

By Rick Hunter 

 

Last month we had a movie night.  I would 
greatly appreciate feedback from the club 
members on their feelings about this 
experiment.  If the majority like this idea I 
am thinking twice or so a year we have a 
movie night.  I have DVD s that cover 
Science Fiction to Space Documentary.  I m 
sure other members have a rich collection 
also.  One of the movies that keep coming 
up is Forbidden Planet, one of the all time 
classics. 

 

Did You Know . 

 

The universe was a dense sea of radiation in 
the first 10,000 years or so after the Big 
Bang. 

 

FOTO s February 
Meeting 

 

Our February meeting will be held on 
Thursday, February 2nd at the Observatory at 
7:30 pm. Paul Nohr will be our featured 
speaker. He ll be talking about how he spent 
almost a year and a half restoring the 1843 
Mitchel Telescope. 

      

FOTOKids Meeting 

  

By Mike Helfen 

 

FOTOKids next meeting will be 
Friday, February 3rd at 7:30 pm. 

     

We have started a project that is 
following the Sky Puppies program as 
outlined by the Astronomical League 
(http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs
/skypuppy/skypuppy2.htm). This may 
take several months to complete, but 
you can jump in at any time. Weather 
permitting, we'll open up the telescopes 
for viewing and work on project 
requirements. 

     

We have also scheduled a Winter 
FOTOKids Campout @ Chilo for 
Saturday, March 4th from dusk till 
dawn or later. The yurts are heated so 
don't be afraid. More on this later. 
There will not be a meeting Friday, 
March 3rd. 

     

If you have a kid interested in 
astronomy between the ages of 8 and 
14, find out more about FOTOKids by 
contacting Mike Helfen @ 
fotokids@fuse.net or 513-378-2134. 

 

Did You Know . 

 

A person weighing 150 pounds on Earth 
would weigh a whopping 350 pounds 
on Jupiter and just 10 pounds on Pluto.  
(Warning: Getting weighed on Jupiter 
would be lethal.) 

 

http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org
http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs
/skypuppy/skypuppy2.htm
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Paul Nohr s Tuesday 
Night Classes 

  
By Paul Nohr 

 
Radio & Electronics

    

My next class will NOT be held at the 
Observatory, but at the New CAS* on 
Tuesday, February 7th at 7 pm. We ll 
focus on light and radio waves and 
wave demonstrations.  

    

We'll have lots of fun at the next two 
classes since they will largely be 
demonstration and discussion (and 
everyone can laugh at me when nothing 
works).   

     

Also, we will be getting back - or to 
some, starting - the new Tuesday Topics 
in astronomy classes.  These will have 
more math and physics in them than in 
the past but usually not enough to 
frighten anyone off.  These will start in 
March or April -- hopefully in March. 

     

For more information you can email 
me at pnohr@fuse.net. 

 

*The NEW CAS Headquarters 
5274 Zion Rd 
For directions: 
http://www.cinastro.org/cas_driveInst.ht
m#INST2CASHQ

  

The Andromeda Galaxy 


