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A Letter from
President Niemi

Dear Friends,

If you were at the Observatory recently, and
thought something seemed a little different,
you were right. Thanks to Dale Lombardo
and his hard working bunch of GE
volunteers many of the items on the to-do
list are done. Every window in the place was
washed, tables and chairs scrubbed clean,
lamp posts repainted. And in a remarkable
burst of intense effort, on the first 90 °+ day
of the summer, 500 feet of sidewalk was
cleared of overhanging shrubs, trees, weeds
and poison ivy. With such a hard working
lot, no wonder GE builds such great jet
engines.

At the time this letter goes to press the
COC Executive Director search is dtill
underway. Our thanks to FOTO Vice-
President Scott Naylor for offering to sit in
on the search committee meetings and
candidate interviews. I’m confident Scott
has well represented the interests of the
FOTO membership. I’m also sure he would
have rather been out observing!

ScopeOut is drawing nearer. We have
another planning meeting scheduled for the
end of July and will be meeting again in
August. Here are some of the details for this
year’s ScopeOut: events including lectures,
Kids' activities, tours, teacher’s area and
more, run from noon to 5 pm. Door prize
and raffle drawings about 4:45 pm. Prizes
include a Meade ETX ouitfit, a6” Dobsonian
(which seems appropriate), TheSky 6
software, books, charts and more. Dinner
and John Dobson’s lecture will be a little
before 6. Admission is only $5.00 for adults,
$3.00 for children. Dinner and the lecture
are an additional $15.00.

The talks cover topics of interest to
novice and seasoned amateur astronomers
including; “Sky Stories,” “Mythology of the
Sars,” “History of the Observatory,, a

“Spectroscopy  Demonstration,”  “Deep
Impact,” “Bad Astronomy, ’and “What Can
| See With My New Telescope”.

A few volunteers are still needed. We'll
have the volunteer sign up available at the
August meeting. For more information visit
NWWY.CIncinnati obser vator y. or g/SCOpeout.
It’s going to be a great event, so pass the
word to friends, family, neighbors, and co-
workers.

| hope you’re having an astronomical
summer!

Craig

Our Monthly Meeting

Everett Yowell will be our guest speaker at
the August 4" meeting. He is the son of
former Observatory Director, Dr. Everett |.
Yowell (Director 1930-1940), and literally
grew up in the shadow of our observatory.
His program is aptly entitled; "Growing Up
At the Observatory." Be sureto join usat 6
pm at the Hyde Park Panera restaurant for a
bite before the meeting. In August we’re
back to our usua first Thursday, 7:30 pm
meeting time.

Editor’s Note: See photo of Cincinnati
Observatory Directors from 1884 to 1943 on

page 3.)

The July 7" Picnic

Thanks to everyone who brought goodies to
last month’s picnic. The weather cooperated
and a great time was had by all.

FOTOKIids Meeting

By Chuck Strubbe

This month’s program will be the annual
FOTOKIids campout @ Chilo. Thisyear it is
from Saturday, August 13th till Sunday
morning the 14th.

Any FOTOKId interested in attending
should contact Mike Helfen at 513-378-
2134 (dowburnin@fuse.net) for more
information or see the FOTO Caendar on
line. Start time will be anytime after 1 pm.
Come on down and enjoy the park, nature
trail and water rockets.

Any FOTO members interested in
bringing down or manning a scope are
welcome to attend.

(THERE WILL NOT BE A FOTOKIDS
PROGRAM ON FRIDAY, AUGUST
5TH.)

Did You Know....

The four elements in Titan's atmosphere --
carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, and oxygen --
are the same main elements that make up
living things on Earth.

However, in Titan's atmosphere, the
nitrogen and methane are bombarded by
high-energy particles and ultraviolet light.
That creates a brownish-orange haze that
sort of clumps together and rains down on
Titan's surface.



http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org
http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org/scopeout

Paul Nohr’s
Astronomy Class

By Paul Nohr

Astronomy Classes for the Coming Year

| understand that a number of the new
FOTO members would like a beginning
telescopeusers class. Here it comes. We
will talk about finding your way around the
sky, constellations, coordinate systems,
optics, telescopes and mountings; and how
to locate objects in the sky. The first class
will meet at 8:00 P.M. on August 2"% the
remaining four classes on Aug. 16, Sep. 6"
and 20", and the fina class on Oct. 4"
probably will start later.

Radio Astronomy

Are you tired of trying to observe through
clouds, haze and light pollution? Are you
interested in radio astronomy, electronics or
SETI; or, learning more about how radio
telescopes work, what they “see” and how
you might use or build aradio telescope? A
new research group will hold its first
meeting on Sep. 13" at 7:00 P.M. This will
be an introduction to radio astronomy
projects each of us could tackle individually
— at home — and possible larger projects we
may work on as a group. Like the planet
transit research project, this too will
emphasize class work and lots of hands-on
activities for the first year. Rick Hunter, an
electronics engineer on the communications
design team for the Mars Pathfinder,
Opportunity and Spirit rovers has offered to
teach some of the classes. If you're
interested but can’t make the first meeting,
please contact me pnohr@fuse.net before

the 13". | hope to see a number of CAS and

FOTO members participate in the radio
astronomy group.

Topics in Astronomy

Due to scheduling and other classes and
projects, no regularly scheduled classes will
be offered before November.

The old Intro to Astronomy classes will
not continue. Replacing that course will be
Topics in Astronomy, Physics and Math.
More information will be provided in the
October Newsletter.

FOTO Imaging
Meeting

By Craig Niemi

The next Astrophotography and Imaging
meeting will be 7:30pm Wednesday, August
17" at the Observatory. FOTO Memteric
Africa came back last month with more of
his amazing images and teitues. You can
view his work on this website;
http://members.nuvox.net/~on.aunt/index.ht
m.

Over the next couple of months we’ll
begin concentrating on planetary imaging to
fine tune our skills for the apparition of
Mars this fall. FOTO Imaging is open to all
FOTO, CAS & MVAS members of dl
experience levels and interests.

Impacts Take a Toll On
Saturn's Moon Rhea



