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A Letter from Our 
Newly Elected 
President Bosse  

Well, I ve stepped in it now.  With both 
feet, I suppose.  After years of excusing 
myself from nominations for FOTO 
officer positions with the reasoning of 
waiting for my retirement, I could no 
longer refuse this year.  Not even retired 
a month, I now find myself in the most 
honored position of president of FOTO.      

I invite the membership to come out 
to the November meeting to witness 
firsthand the initiation of the up-coming 
year s collection of excitement, both 
Astronomical and Observatorial  (As 
president, I am

 

allowed to make up new 
words.  W does it all the time!)      

Actually there are lots of reasons to 
come to the November meeting.  We ll 
be playing our own version of 
Survivor! as Valerie Nieme will be 

leading us through an exercise of 
survival planning after a crash-landing 
on the moon.  It should be great fun!        

There is also much going on to talk 
about this month: the transit of 
Mercury; Dava Sobel s visit; the 
Leonid meteor shower; the return of 
Standard Time; and though Comet 
Swan is diving towards the Sun, but it 
still remains a fine binocular object. 

      
We ll also be collecting reservations for 
the December meeting Appreciation 
Dinner, so be sure to consider attending 
the December meeting on December 7th 
and sign-up at the November meeting.        

All the officers and myself wish to 
thank everyone who supported us and 
we also want to join everyone in issuing 
a special thanks to the outgoing officers 
for a magnificent job well done! 

 

FOTOKids Meeting  

By Mike Helfen   

FOTOKids next meeting will be 
Friday,  November 3rd at 7:30 pm. 
(Note: Time Change!)  For November 
and December, we have a special 
presentation by Dan Kuntz about the 
Solar System. November will be about 
the Sun and planets in our solar system, 
while December will be about the scale 
of the solar system. Come see if there 
will be eight or nine planets discussed.      

As announced at the October 
meeting, Dean Regas, Outreach 
Astronomer at the Observatory, will be 
taking over the reins of FOTOKids in 
January. 
              

FOTOkids is an astronomy club for kids 
8-14+ years of age who have a deeper 
interest in astronomy and want to attend 
monthly meetings.  
     If you have a kid interested in 
astronomy between the ages of 8 and 
14, find out more about FOTOKids by 
contacting Mike Helfen, 
fotokids@fuse.net or 513-378-2134. 

  

The FOTO Election 
Results 

 

With no hanging-chad issues to resolve, 
the October meeting was highlighted by 
the closest elections in FOTO s history.  
When it was all said and done (and 
counted), a new set of officers was 
ushered in for the upcoming year.  The 
new officer corps consists of: 

 

President  Dave Bosse  
Vice President  Valerie Niemi  
Secretary  Linda Magee  
Treasurer  JoAnne Pedersen  

 

Congratulations to the new officers and 
thanks to all who participated in the 
election process. 
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FOTO s Monthly 
Meeting  

Our next club meeting will be held at 
the Observatory on Thursday, 
November 2nd at 7:30 pm. Last month 
our presenter was Scott Nutter from 
NKU.   

 

FOTO Planning Meeting  
By Dave Bosse  

Because all of our schedules are so 
whacky, the planning meeting will 
move around probably from month to 
month.  At least for a while.        

The planning meeting in November 
will be the third Tuesday, November 21 
at 6:00 PM at the Hyde Park Plaza 
Panera.  We're going to try to get the 
little meeting room that they make 
available if we spend (collectively) 50 
bucks or so.  Come one, come all. 

 

Craig s Corner  

  By Craig Niemi 
COC Executive Director    

Autumn got off to a terrific start with 
the annual ScopeOut Astronomy & 
Education Fair. Dr . Sten Odenwald 
gave two wonderful talks. Our thanks 
again to FOTO for putting together a 
great event.

       

And thanks to Jim Lubic of the 
American Watchmaker s Institute 
(Harrison, Ohio) who along with FOTO 
members helped repair the 1904 Clark 
telescope. And just last week John 
Ventre & Jim Groen did some much 
needed maintenance and lubrication on 
the Mitchel dome shutter. It now opens 
and closes much easier. Paul would be 
proud.  
     Don t forget to reserve your spot for 
the Dava Sobel lecture coming up on 
November 8th. Thanks to Dean for 
setting this up. It s a great opportunity 
to showcase the Observatory to 
someone very prominent in the 
astronomy community.      

The Observatory may be getting 
international exposure soon through the 
efforts of John Ventre. At a recent 
rental John made contact with a local 
Sky & Telescope magazine 

representative who was impressed to 
say the least. (was there any doubt?). 
Plans are being made for an article 
detailing the history of your 
Observatory, the renovation, current 
educational programming and our 
future. Rental events can be a lot of 
work, but they sometimes have the 
potential to do the Observatory a lot of 
good beyond the rental income.       

Hope to see you at the Observatory 
soon. 
Craig 

  

John Ventre and His 
First Mobile Telescope? 

 

Just an accident waiting to happen?  
Imagine seeing this in your rear view 
mirror on I-71!   

  

Stonelick Lake 
 Star Parties   

By Scott Naylor   

Our next Star Party will be Friday and 
Saturday, November 18, with a cloud 
date of Saturday, November 25th.            

For updates, directions, or 
information, phone Scott Naylor at 
513-575-5556. 

 

Did You Know . 

 

Gravity is the attractive force that 
exists between every object in the 
universe. Gravity is weaker than other 
fundamental forces, but because it acts 
over great distances, and between all 
bodies possessing mass, it has played a 
major part in shaping the universe. 

 
The Planets

  
World Renowned 

Author Dava Sobel to 
Speak in Cincinnati 

 
Dava Sobel, known for popularizing 
science and expanding the genre of non-
fiction will speak about her latest book, 
The Planets.  She has written for Omni, 
Discover, Audubon, Life, and the New 
Yorker, but is most famous for her 
books Longitude

 

and Galileo s 
Daughter. 

     

Ms. Sobel will speak at the Clark 
Montessor i School, 3030 Er ie Avenue 
in Hyde Park on Wednesday, 
November 8th at 7:00 pm. 
      It s just west of the intersection of 
Delta and Erie.  Take a right on Delta 
from Observatory, turn left on Erie and 
the driveway is on the right.  There will 
be signs and people directing visitors 
where to go from there. 
     Admission is Free 
     A reception and book signing will be 
held at the Observatory following the 
lecture (8:30-10:00pm), including 
viewing of the night sky through the 
Observatory s historic telescopes.   
     Reservations recommended.  For 
more information or to make 
reservations, please call 513-321-5186. 

 

Remodel the 
Observatory? 


