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The Word from
President Bosse

Blah. Cincinnati November weather
strikes home. No transit. No Leonids.
Blah.

That's OK. I'm telling myself they
weren't very good anyway. The
Leonids that is. Asfor Mercury, it will
pass through its node at precisely the
time of its inferior conjunction again in
ten years. However, Dava Sobel may
not be at the Observatory on that day.
This transit was special.

Davawas here on November 8th, but
the Queen City clouds prevented us
from showing her what these great old
scopes can really do. She did indicate
that she had a great time, though. The
combination of astronomy and history
that we have at the C.O.C. was right up
her dley. Mercury transit; Leonid
meteor shower; Dava Sobel's visit. ['ll
take (that) one out of three.

November did have a few very clear
nights, but the middle of the month was
way too soggy. | don't know about you,
but my sky-time for the month was way
down. Weéll, there's always December
to look forward to. Crisp, clear late-fall
nights.

Well start off December with our
monthly program including our Holiday
Appreciation dinner. Our presenter,
Jeff Hutton will give us a ride on a
comet. The Geminid meteors arrive on
December 14 and promise to be a good
show for North Americathisyear.

Don't forget were still looking for
volunteers for the Luminaria Night.
That should be atreat.

Wishing clear skies to al and to all
(many) good nights!

FOTOKIids Meeting

By Mike Helfen

Friday, December 1st, 7:30 PM - This
month’s program will be a continuation
of last months Planets/Solar System
program by Dan Kuntz. Remember to
bring in your projects from last time.
Also, we will have a take home survey
to hand out about your experiences and
expectations of FOTOKids. At the
January meeting, Dean will meet
everyone, introduce himself, scan and
discuss the surveys and the future
direction of the program.

Viewing will follow both the
December and January programs if
skies are clear. Tours available for first
timers. See you a the December
meeting.

FOTO’s Monthly
Meeting

The December club meeting will be
held at the Observatory on Thursday,
December 7" but note that we are
starting earlier than usual because of the
dinner. We will convene at 6:30 with
dinner at 7:00 pm. After dinner we will
have a program by Jeff Hutton on a
cometary trip through the solar system.
The Astronomical Caendars and
Observer's Handbooks should be in, so
if you ordered one, don't forget to bring
your checkbook.

Last month we had a great time
enduring a virtual crash on the moon
and then trying to figure out what
supplies to take on a survival trek.

Your RSVPis
Requested

By Valerie Niemi

Come one, come al. The December
FOTO meeting is our annual FOTO
Appreciation Dinner. The menu isjuicy
baked ham and vegetable lasagna
Sides are scalloped potatoes, cole slaw,
salad and rolls. Freeto FOTO members
and one guest. Additional guests are $5
each. Bring a dessert to share if you
like.

PLEASE RSVP (if you have not aready
done so) by Dec. 3rd to Valerie Niemi at
craig_niemi@yahoo.com or call me at
513-231-7912.
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Craig’s Corner

By Craig Niemi
COC Executive Director

2006 has certainly flown by. With one
exception it has been a great year at the
Observatory. Membership is up
significantly as more and more
community members find out about our
hidden treasure and the great work
we’'re al doing. Donations and
contributions continue to come in.
Thanks to al our new and renewing
members, our contributors and
supporters.

The Observatory prides itself for its
unique blend of 19" century and
modern technology. Our education
programs take the best of both with our
amazing telescopes and state-of-the-art
software and equipment. One modern
technology we are not fully utilizing is
email. Snail mail just does not do
justice to the fast changing science of
astronomy or alow us to keep our
members informed of the latest
programs that the Observatory offers.
The printing and postage costs of the
monthly newsletters takes critical funds

awayfor our education and preservation

efforts.

If you haven’t already done so,
please sign up today for the
emailed Newsletter. You will get
the latest Observatory and
astronomy newsin full color. To
signrup simply email us at
observatory@fuse.net

(Your email address will not
be shared with anyone.)

Another way to stretch the budget even
further is to report your COC donations

to your employer. Many companies (GE

is a great example) generously match
charitable donations. Sometimes dollar
for dollar.

Best wishes to everyone this holiday

season. We hope we will see you at the
upcoming Luminaria Night!
Craig

Did You Know....



