


The Cincinnati Observatory Center will promote the study and practice of 
astronomy among a broad audience, and assist professional and amateur 
astronomers, schools and universities to further their educational efforts on 
behalf of astronomy. While fulfilling this mission, The Cincinnati Observatory 
Center will maintain the integrity and heritage of an historic nineteenth-
century observatory, including relevant artifacts illustrating the history of 
science and the applications of astronomy throughout the years.

In order to accomplish this mission, The Cincinnati Observatory Center will:

Promote public programming, and provide educational opportunities and 
resources for the public at large, school and university educators and 
students, and professional and amateur astronomers, including:

í��ēĲğĩĦĠ�ĞİıįĬīĬĪĦĠĞĩ�ĳĦĢĴĦīĤ 
í��ĆĩĞİİĢİ�Ğīġ�ĴĬįĨİĥĬĭİ 
í��ėĬĲįİ��ġĦİĭĩĞĶİ��Ğīġ�ĭįĢİĢīıĞıĦĬīİ�

Showcase the unique facility as “The Birthplace of American 
Astronomy” by continually maintaining and improving the buildings, 

grounds, and collection of historic artifacts, while striving to adopt 
and integrate the latest technology in fulfillment of our mission.
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President’s Remarks
A MESSAGE FROM COC BOARD PRESIDENT MICHAEL FLICK

It is hard to believe that it has already been a year since I took the helm as President of the Cincinnati Observatory 
Center (COC) Board of Trustees.  It is an honor and a privilege for me to be associated with the Birthplace of American 
Astronomy.  Our mission of astronomy education, history and preservation is not new to me.  My experience as a trustee 
and long-standing member of the COC and FOTO (Friends of the Observatory) has allowed me to quickly get into the job.  

,�DP�FRQWLQXDOO\�LPSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�HI¿FLHQF\�DQG�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�RXU�VWDII���:H�KDYH�DVVHPEOHG�DQ�DPD]LQJ�WHDP�RI�
individuals that bring the Observatory and its programs alive.  The dedication of our Executive Director, Craig Niemi, 
coupled with his tireless efforts to manage the day to day operations of our campus is without measure.  Education is 
in good hands under the leadership of Dean Regas who is assisted by Leo Sack.  And you can be sure that John Ventre, 
our Historian, can answer even the most obscure questions about our 168-year history.  As one looks through our 1845 
telescope, John continually reminds me to consider how many ancestors may have also peered at the wonders of the 
universe through that exact same instrument! The Observatory has a unique place in both the history of Cincinnati and 
RXU�1DWLRQ���)LQDOO\��WKDQNV�WR�)272��ZH�KDYH�DVVHPEOHG�D�YLEUDQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�YROXQWHHUV�WKDW�DUH�VR�QHFHVVDU\�WR�RXU�
continued success in both history and education.    

6LQFH�RXU�IRUPDWLRQ�RYHU����\HDUV�DJR��WKH�&2&�KDV�EHHQ�D�JUHDW�VWHZDUG�RI�WKH�JLIWV�ZH�KDYH�UHFHLYHG���:H�KDYH�UHVWRUHG�
our buildings to splendor, developed a beautiful park-like campus and instituted astronomy outreach programs that are 
second to none.

It is inconceivable to me that the COC will not continue to dominate and lead astronomy education in this region and 
beyond.  As the third COC President, my goal is to insure the continuation and expansion of our educational outreach 
programs while insuring our history and preservation mission. Generations of Cincinnatians have looked through our 
KLVWRULF�WHOHVFRSHV���:H�ZDQW�RXU�SURJUDPV�WR�WRXFK�DOO�&LQFLQQDWL�DUHD�VFKRRO�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGXOWV���:H�DOO�KDYH�D�SDUW�LQ�
insuring that the Cincinnati Observatory is here 100 years from now and beyond.  Building an endowment is certainly 
key to this goal.

Our programs and maintenance of the campus do not come without a cost.  The fees we charge for services do not cover 
our expenses.  The diligence of Lyn Marsteller and the Development Committee have done a yeoman’s job in fund 
UDLVLQJ���/RFDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�VXSSRUW�WRWDOHG�PRUH�WKDQ����������IRU�SURJUDP�VXSSRUW�DQG�VWDI¿QJ��DQ�LQFUHDVH�
RI�PRUH�WKDQ����������FRPSDUHG�WR��������:H�DOVR�LQLWLDWHG�D�QHZ�DQQXDO�JLYLQJ�SURJUDP��WKH�2UPVE\�0DF.QLJKW�
0LWFKHO�6RFLHW\���7KHVH�DUH�¿UVW�VWHSV�WRZDUG�PDNLQJ�RXU�RSHUDWLRQ�¿QDQFLDOO\�VROYHQW����+RZHYHU��PRUH�ZRUN�LV�VWLOO�
needed on this front.  Revenues must be increased to offset expenses.

:KDW�LV�WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\"��(YHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�DUH�VWUHWFKHG�SDLQIXOO\�WKLQ�LQ�PDQ\�DUHDV��
we have a highly-motivated staff who are dedicated to our mission.  And we have an army of 
volunteers who are doing phenomenal work helping to bring our mission alive.  In short, we are doing 
D�WUHPHQGRXV�MRE�ZLWK�OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFHV���:H�DUH�DOO�DPEDVVDGRUV�IRU�WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\��-RLQ�PH�LQ�
KHOSLQJ�WR�LGHQWLI\�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZKR�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�SUHVHUYLQJ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SDUW�
RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�RXU�FLW\�DQG�QDWLRQ���7LPHV�DUH�WLJKW��EXW�WKH\�ZLOO�JHW�EHWWHU���:H�DUH�VWUDLQHG�DQG�
VWUHWFKHG��EXW�ZH�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�VWHDG\��VWURQJ��DQG�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQW�DV�ZH�EHFRPH�WKH�PRGHO�RI�ZKDW�D�
historic observatory should be.  

Michael Flick, Ph.D. 
Board President
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One of FOTO’s primary missions is outreach to the pub-
lic.  FOTO continues to provide the volunteers that make 
the Observatory’s multitude of programs possible.  FOTO 
volunteers participate as presenters, telescope pointers 
and assistants for the Astronomy Thursday and Friday 
programs.  They also assist with special programs such 

as the various “planet” nights and “Sunday, Sun Day, 
Sundae” and ScopeOut.  In 2010, FOTO developed 
SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�1RUWKHUQ�.HQWXFN\�SDUNV�
SURYLGLQJ�WHOHVFRSHV�IRU�VWDU�JD]HV�DW�9LOOD�+LOOV��
Idlewild Park in Burlington, and Lincoln Ridge 
Park in Independence.  These have been extremely 
successful, attracting hundreds of viewers at each 
HYHQW���:H�DUH�DOUHDG\�SODQQLQJ�WR�H[SDQG�WKH�SUR-

grams in 2011.

One of the biggest changes for 2010 was the adoption of 
a new committee structure for FOTO. In addition to revital-
L]LQJ�H[LVWLQJ�FRPPLWWHHV�ZLWK�QHZ�PHPEHUV�VHYHUDO�ZHUH�
added to help delegate duties from the FOTO Board, indi-
vidual FOTO volunteers and the COC staff and leadership. 
7KH�FRPPLWWHH�UHRUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�SDUW�RI�D�PXOWL�\HDU�VWUD-
tegic planning process which ensures that FOTO continues 
its vital roles in membership recruitment, programming as 
well as volunteer cultivation and professional development.

A major draw for potential members is our telescope lend-
ing program.  In 2010, FOTO provided funding to purchase 
additional telescopes, along with comprehensive eyepiece 
kits.  These are available to members for a one-month loan.  
:H�KDYH�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�VL]H�RI�RXU�OHQGLQJ�OLEUDU\��DGG-
ing new book and DVD titles.

The new bylaws also provide for the formation of commit-
tees to assist with FOTO’s various functions.  These include 
committees for hospitality, membership, library, newsletter, 
telescope lending, dark-sky events and monthly programs.  
In 2010, committee chairs were selected and members re-
cruited to help plan FOTO activities.  The committees will 
help involve more volunteers in FOTO’s various activities 
during 2011.

As always, none of this could be accomplished without 
the support of the FOTO members and volunteers.  I hope 
to see you at our monthly meetings and at FOTO events 
throughout 2011!

- Dale Zoller

Friends of the Observatory (FOTO) is the support 
JURXS�DQG�DPDWHXU�DVWURQRP\�FOXE�DI¿OLDWHG�
with the Cincinnati Observatory Center.  FOTO 
SURYLGHV�VWDI¿QJ�IRU�PDQ\�RI�WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\¶V�
programs. Membership is included when joining 
the Cincinnati Observatory Center.

FOTO’s MONTHLY MEETING occurs on 
WKH�¿UVW�7KXUVGD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK�DW������30�DW�WKH�
Observatory Center. The meeting consists of 15-
���PLQXWHV�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�EXVLQHVV�IROORZHG�
an astronomical presentation. Past subjects have 
LQFOXGHG��Bad Astronomy in Hollywood Films, 
Meteorites, The Gas Giants, How to Make a 
Sun Dial, etc. The presentations are given by 
amateur and professional astronomers as well as 
H[SHUWV�LQ�SHULSKHUDO�¿HOGV��6XEMHFWV�DUH�DOZD\V�
announced in the monthly FOTO newsletters.

Following the monthly meeting, (weather 
permitting) members can open the O.M. Mitchel 
Observatory at the COC for celestial viewing or 
set up any of the portable telescopes on the lawn 
adjacent to the Observatory buildings.

The next FOTO PLANNING MEETING is 
scheduled for Thursday, June 16, 6 pm at Panera 
%UHDG�LQ�+\GH�3DUN�3OD]D���2SHQ�WR�DOO�)272�
members, the meeting generally lasts about 2 
hours for planning future FOTO activities. 

ABOUT FOTO

Friends of The Observatory
A WORD FROM FOTO PRESIDENT, DALE ZOLLER
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It’s easy to look at the Observatory’s numbers from over the past decade and feel a well-deserved sense of accomplish-
ment for the meteoric rise in overall attendance from 1,500 visitors in 1999 to over 20,000 each of the past several years. 
7R�ORRN�DW�WKH�VWDWLVWLFV�LV�WR�VHH�DQ�DPD]LQJ������LQFUHDVH�LQ�*LUO�DQG�%R\�6FRXW�DWWHQGDQFH�VLQFH�2XWUHDFK�(GXFDWRU�/HR�
6DFN�WRRN�OHDG�RI�RXU�6FRXW�SURJUDPPLQJ�ODVW�IDOO��$�����LQFUHDVH�LQ��UG���WK�DQG��WK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV��7KH�VWHDG\�ULVH�LQ�
LQWHUHVW�LQ�RXU�SXEOLF�DVWURQRP\�SURJUDPV��VSHFLDO�HYHQWV��KLVWRU\�WRXUV�DQG�6WRQHOLFN�VWDUJD]HV�WKDW�DFFRXQW�IRU�QHDUO\�KDOI�
RI�WKDW�JUDQG�WRWDO��7KH�JURZWK�RI�RXU�*DOLOHR�$VWURQRP\�$PEDVVDGRUV�IURP�]HUR�WR����ZKR�WR�GDWH�KDYH�JLYHQ�RYHU�����
programs to over 15,000 individuals. To see those kind of numbers and their upward trends are important indicators of our 
success and certainly satisfying to everyone who puts in long hours making it possible.

$VWURQRP\�KDV�IDVFLQDWHG�SHRSOH�VLQFH�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKH\�ORRNHG�VN\ZDUG��,WV�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�DUW�DQG�FXOWXUH��RQ�SHRSOH¶V�
very existence, has been recorded for centuries. Astronomy is perhaps the oldest of the sciences, but when you look at its 
history, the store of astronomical knowledge really began to grow with the invention of the telescope 401 years ago. The 
IRXQGLQJ�RI�&LQFLQQDWL¶V�2EVHUYDWRU\�LQ������OHG�WR�DQ�H[SORVLRQ�RI�$PHULFDQ�DVWURQRP\�WKDW�VWLOO�WRGD\�LV�UHYROXWLRQL]LQJ�
our understanding of the universe around us.

BY CRAIG NIEMI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Continued page 4

Staff picture (from left to right) - Back row: Dean Regas, Outreach Astronomer, Assistant Director; Leo Sack, Outreach 
Educator; Lyn Marsteller, Development Coordinator; Craig Niemi, Executive Director. Front row: Marsie Hall Newbold, 
Publicist; Valerie Niemi, FOTO Volunteer; John Ventre, Historian.



“Everything that  can be counted 
does not necessarily count; 
everything that counts cannot  
necessarily be counted.”  
- Albert Einstein

One of the most important tasks I have is to continually evaluate if 
ZKDW�ZH�GR�LV�PDNLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\���:H�GR�JHW�IHHG-

back from visitors, letters from teachers and students, exit surveys and 
formal evaluations of grant funded programs. But does that really tell the 
VWRU\�RI�WKH�LPSDFW�ZH�KDYH�RQ�2EVHUYDWRU\�YLVLWRUV�\RXQJ�DQG�ROG"
:KLOH�LW¶V�RXU�JRDO�WKDW�HYHU\�VWXGHQW�ZKR�ZH�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�ZLOO�JURZ�XS�
to be an astronomer, we’re more than thrilled if they go on to become an 
engineer, a chemist, a teacher or a life-longer learner. It’s encouraging to 
think that perhaps one of the young students who comes for a visit will 
RQH�GD\�¿QG�KHUVHOI�DQ�DVWUR�ELRORJLVW�WXUQLQJ�RYHU�URFNV�RQ�D�GU\�0DUWLDQ�
SODLQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VLJQV�RI�OLIH��:KLOH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�QLFH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�IROORZ�
WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUHVV�DQG�HYHQWXDO�FDUHHU�SDWK�RI�HYHU\��UG�JUDGHU�ZKR�
takes part in an Observatory program, we have to rely primarily on more 
empirical data.
The Observatory comes alive when Dean and Leo are sharing their 
knowledge and passion for astronomy with school groups. You can see 

it on their faces and know that they are having an authentic and meaningful experience. To hear 
³:RZ�´�ZKHQ�YLVLWRUV�RI�DQ\�DJH�VHH�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�0RRQ�RU�WKH�ULQJV�RI�6DWXUQ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�

is validation that we’ve shared something that has lasting and personal value for them. The passion 
and willingness of our volunteers to give so many thousands of hours of service to the Observatory 

are key indicators to our success.
That demand in our outreach programs grew in 2009 and 2010 without any advertising meant that 
WHDFKHUV�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�YDOXH�LQ�ZKDW�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�DQG�ZHUH�VKDULQJ�WKHLU�H[SHUL-
HQFH�ZLWK�RWKHUV�LQ�LQ�WKHLU�¿HOG��7KDW�RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VHHN�RXW�RU�UHDGLO\�DFFHSW�RXU�LQYLWDWLRQV�WR�

collaborate shows the respect that the Observatory programs have earned. The steady growth in mem-
bership and support from contributors speaks volumes to the positive impact the Observatory is having 

on our community.
:KHQ�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKH�SRSXODULW\�RI�VFLHQFH�SURJUDPLQJ�RQ�3%6��KDYH�\RX�WXQHG�LQWR�&(7�IRU�'HDQ¶V�
appearances on Stargazer"��DQG�FDEOH�VWDWLRQV��WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�+XEEOH�6SDFH�7HOHVFRSH¶V�LPDJHV�RQ�WKH�
internet and evening news, the number of calls we receive before and during celestial events like the recent 

“super” full moon or biennial approach of Mars, you begin to get a sense of the public’s interest in all things 
astronomical. 
Of Discover�PDJD]LQH¶V�7RS�����6WRULHV�RI�������QHDUO\�D�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH�LGHDV��GLVFRYHULHV�DQG�EUHDN-
throughs that are reshaping our understanding of the world around us were in astronomy and physics. The 
sheer number and capability of mobile “apps” for astronomy is remarkable and is introducing a new genera-
tion to the wonders of the sky above and changing how 
we teach about it. More and more best-selling books such 
DV�0LFLR�.DNX¶V�³3K\VLFV�RI�WKH�)XWXUH´�DUH�VFLHQFH�WLWOHV�
:H�FRXOG�JR�RQ�DQG�RQ�EXW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�(LQVWHLQ¶V�TXRWH�RI�
“what counts cannot be counted” is certainly appropriate 
for the tremendous work that our staff and volunteers do 
for the community.

Continued from Page 3

Visit www.stargazer.com and  
search www.youtube.com for 
Dean's Stargazer episodes.



COC 2010 Finances
$W�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�PDQ\�QRQ�SUR¿WV�ZHUH�FXWWLQJ�SURJUDP-
ing and laying off educators, the Cincinnati Observatory 
XQGHUWRRN�D���\HDU�H[SDQVLRQ�SODQ�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�KLULQJ�RI�
a second full-time educator to insure that we could meet the 
steadily growing demand for our school, scout and public 
programs. A key to the expansion plan was the creation of 
a strategic development plan to offset these additional costs 
through increased membership revenue, individual contri-
EXWLRQV�DQG�JUDQWV�ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�RI�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\��

Through those fundraising efforts and by controlling costs, 
WKH�GH¿FLW�UHDOL]HG�LQ������ZDV�FXW�LQ�KDOI�E\�WKH�¿UVW�TXDU-
WHU�RI�������$OO�LQGLFDWLRQV�DUH�WKDW�WKH�GH¿FLW�ZLOO�VRRQ�EH�
eliminated, leaving the Cincinnati Observatory in an even 
stronger position than before, allowing the city’s oldest 
VFLHQWL¿F�LQVWLWXWLRQ�WR�VHUYH�WKH�*UHDWHU�&LQFLQQDWL�FRP-
munity and to preserve this remarkable National Historic 
Landmark for future generations. Footnote for Income Pie Chart:

Other & In-Kind includes  
University of Cincinnati in-kind support.

Footnotes for Expense Pie Chart
Administrative Expenses Include :

Maintenance
2I¿FH�6XSSOLHV
6DODULHV��%HQH¿WV�	�3D\UROO�7D[HV��$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
Printing & Postage
Insurance
Depreciation

Program Expenses Include:
6DODULHV��%HQH¿WV�	�3D\UROO�7D[HV��(GXFDWRUV
Outreach Supplies
Travel Expenses
Public Program Expenses

Income $307,437

Expenses $362,113

The Cincinnati Observatory Center is deeply grateful to the 
PDQ\�GRQRUV�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�
WKLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ���6XFK�SXEOLF�VXSSRUW�DQG�JHQHURVLW\�KDYH�
been essential since our founding.

,Q�������2UPVE\�0DF.QLJKW�0LWFKHO�JDYH�WKH�ODVW�LQ�D�G\-
namic and stirring series of public astronomy lectures were 
he proposed selling shares at $25 each to be used for the 
IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�¿UVW�SXEOLF�DVWURQRPLFDO�REVHUYD-
tory.  In spite of the fact that an Observatory share was a 
considerable amount in its time, within one month over 
����VKDUHV�ZHUH�VROG�HQDEOLQJ��0LWFKHO�WR�JR�WR�(XURSH�WR�
purchase a telescope.

In 1998, a new generation of Observatory patrons created 
D�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKRVH�PLVVLRQ�ZDV�³UHVWRUDWLRQ��
preservation and education.”  The Observatory was restored 
to its 19th century glory and was designated a National 
+LVWRULF�/DQGPDUN���:LWK�D�VXSUHPH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�
and accessibility, the Observatory has brought astronomy 
education to the public and area schools, becoming the 

Another component of the expansion plan included updat-
ing the Observatory’s infrastructure and key procedures. 
Our aging accounting system has been restructured to one 
WKDW�WUXO\�UHÀHFWV�WKH�FXUUHQW�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\�
and provides accurate income and expense tracking that 
UHÀHFWV�³EHVW�SUDFWLFHV´�FRPSOLDQFH�ZLWK�UHFHQWO\�FKDQJHG�
IRS 990 requirements.

Many assume that the Cincinnati Observatory Center 
UHFHLYHV�FLW\��VWDWH��8QLWHG�:D\�RU�$UWV:DYH�IXQGLQJ��
:KLOH�ZH�DUH�DOZD\V�VHHNLQJ�QHZ�IXQGLQJ�SDUWQHUV�WKDW�DUH�
aligned with our mission, it is our members and individual 
donors that account for over one third of our operating 
revenue. You are critical to our shared success and we sin-
cerely thank all our contributors for their support.
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The Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel Society
PRGHO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�UHFRJQL]HG�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��$V�WKH�ROG-
HVW�VFLHQWL¿F�LQVWLWXWLRQ�LQ�&LQFLQQDWL��WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\�KDV�
SURYHQ�WR�EH�D�JRRG�VWHZDUG�RI�WKH�LQYHVWPHQWV�FLWL]HQV�
have made 168 years ago. 

%HFRPH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�2UPVE\�0DF.QLJKW�0LWFKHO�
Society with cumulative contributions of $500 or more 
and help further Mitchel’s vision of science exploration 
and enlightenment. In a typical year, your membership and 
GRQDWLRQV�KHOS�WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\�WR�

Provide a wide-range of education programs to over 
�������VFKRRO�FKLOGUHQ�SUH.���WK�JUDGH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
region
Inform and engage over 10,000 adults and families on 
the campus and under the domes of the Observatory
Maintain the buildings, telescopes and other instru-
ments as a late 19th century observatory
Preserve the history of this world-renowned institution
Offer educational support and teacher training for over 
100 teachers in the Greater Cincinnati region



Witness a Galactic Spectacle
 
A new image of two tangled galaxies 
has been released by NASA’s Great 
Observatories. The Antennae galaxies, 
located about 62 million light-years 
from Earth, are shown in this com-
posite image from the Chandra X-ray 
Observatory (blue), the Hubble Space 
Telescope (gold and brown), and the 
6SLW]HU�6SDFH�7HOHVFRSH��UHG���7KH�
Antennae galaxies take their name 
from the long antenna-like arms seen 
in wide-angle views of the system. 
These features were produced in the 
FROOLVLRQ���&UHGLW��&KDQGUD��1$6$�
&;&�6$2��6SLW]HU��1$6$�-3/�
&DOWHFK��+XEEOH��1$6$�676F,�

5HDG�PRUH�RQOLQH�DW��KWWS���
ZZZ�VFLHQFHGDLO\�FRP�UHOHDV-
HV����������������������KWP

Alan Shepard’s First Spaceflight
 
The May 5, 2011 celebration marking the 50th 
$QQLYHUVDU\�RI�$ODQ�6KHSDUG¶V�¿UVW�ÀLJKW�LQ�VSDFH�
E\�DQ�$PHULFDQ�DVWURQDXW�LQFOXGHG�1$6$�RI¿FLDOV�
and astronauts, Alan Shepard’s family, news media 
DQG�FRPPXQLW\�RUJDQL]HUV�DQG�D�FURZG�RI�PRUH�
than 700 folks. The event took place at the very 
launch pad from which Shepard blasted into space 
from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida, 
on May 5, 1961. 

The celebration recreated every moment of that 
VKRUW�VXERUELWDO�ÀLJKW�E\�WKH�ODWH�0HUFXU\�DVWUR-
naut Alan B. Shepard. The event unfolded from the 
YHU\�VSRW�DQG�ODXQFK�SDG�����ZKHUH�KH�EODVWHG�RII�
from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida on  
May 5, 1961.

Read more online 
DW��KWWS���ZZZ�
universetoday.
FRP�

Energizing the Filaments of NGC 1275
 
:KHQ�H[DPLQLQJ�FOXVWHUV�RI�JDOD[LHV��DVWURQRPHUV�RIWHQ�
¿QG�PDVVLYH�HOOLSWLFDO�JDOD[LHV�OXUNLQJ�DW�WKH�FHQWHUV��
,Q�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�ORQJ�¿ODPHQWV�RI�JDV�DQG�GXVW�H[WHQG�
outwards from the core. One of the best examples of this 
is the relatively nearby galaxy NGC 1275 which lies in 
the constellation of Perseus. In this galaxy, the tendrils are 
exceptionally narrow, only about 200 light years across, but 
DV�ORQJ�DV��������OLJKW�\HDUV�LQ�OHQJWK��:KLOH�PDQ\�JURXSV�
have studied them, their nature is a topic of much debate. 
The structures tend to be far removed from star forming 
regions which can cause the gas to glow. So what energy 
VRXUFH�SRZHUV�WKHVH�JDVHRXV�ULEERQV"�

5HDG�PRUH�RQOLQH�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�XQLYHUVHWRGD\�FRP�

NGC 1275 as captured by the Hubble Space Telescope
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Crab Nebula Erupts in a Superflare
 NASA's Chandra X-ray Observatory reveals the complex X-ray-emitting 
central region of the Crab Nebula. This image is 9.8 light-years across. Chandra 
observations were not compatible with the study of the nebula's X-ray varia-
WLRQV��&UHGLW��1$6$�&;&�6$2�)��6HZDUG�HW�DO�

7KH�IDPRXV�&UDE�1HEXOD�VXSHUQRYD�UHPQDQW�KDV�HUXSWHG�LQ�DQ�HQRUPRXV�ÀDUH�
¿YH�WLPHV�PRUH�SRZHUIXO�WKDQ�DQ\�ÀDUH�SUHYLRXVO\�VHHQ�IURP�WKH�REMHFW��2Q�
$SULO�����1$6$¶V�)HUPL�*DPPD�UD\�6SDFH�7HOHVFRSH�¿UVW�GHWHFWHG�WKH�RXWEXUVW��
which lasted six days. Several other satellites also made observations, which has 
astonished astronomers by revealing unexpected changes in X-ray emission the 
Crab, once thought to be the steadiest high-energy source in the sky.

5HDG�PRUH�RQOLQH�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�XQLYHUVHWRGD\�FRP�

The Sombrero Galaxy from Hubble 
Credit: NASA, ESA, and the Hubble Heritage Team (STScI / AURA) 

:KDW¶V�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKLV�VSLUDO�JDOD[\"�1DPHG�WKH�6RPEUHUR�*DOD[\�IRU�LWV�KDW�OLNH�UHVHPEODQFH��0����
features a prominent dust lane and a bright halo of stars and globular clusters. Reasons for the Sombrero’s hat-like appear-
ance include an unusually large and extended central bulge of stars, and dark prominent dust lanes that appear in a disk 
that we see nearly edge-on. Billions of old stars cause the diffuse glow of the extended central bulge. Close inspection 
of the bulge in the above photograph shows many points of light that are actually globular clusters. M104’s spectacular 
dust rings harbor many younger and brighter stars, and show intricate details astronomers don’t yet fully understand. The 
very center of the Sombrero glows across the electromagnetic spectrum, and is thought to house a large black hole. Fifty 
million-year-old light from the Sombrero Galaxy can be seen with the Observatory’s two historic telescopes. 

NASA's Chandra X-ray Observatory reveals the complex X-ray-emitting central region of the Crab Nebula. This image is 
9.8 light-years across. Chandra observations were not compatible with the study of the nebula's X-ray variations.  
Credit: NASA/CXC/SAO/F. Seward et al.

EDITED BY BILL CARTWRIGHT, FOTO VOLUNTEER



Visitors to the Cincinnati Observatory frequently notice the oil portrait 
of former President John Quincy Adams that hangs in the lobby of the 
Herget Building; however, few of the visitors are familiar with the history 
RI�WKLV�KLVWRULFDO�SDLQWLQJ���:LOOLDP�+��3RZHOO��E�������G��������SDLQWHG�
this portrait in 1847.

He also painted the "Discovery of the Mississippi by Hernado De Soto, 
A.D. 1541," the last of the series of eight monumental panels commissioned for the U.S. Capitol’s Rotunda.  Powell 
received a commission of $12,000 for this painting.  He also painted “The Battle of Lake Erie” which is displayed in one 
RI�WKH�VWDLUZHOOV�RI�WKH�&DSLWRO¶V�6HQDWH�:LQJ���,W�GHSLFWV�&RPPRGRUH�2OLYHU�+D]DUG�3HUU\�EHLQJ�URZHG�IURP�KLV�GLVDEOHG�
ÀDJVKLS�/DZUHQFH�WR�KLV�RQO\�LQWDFW�VKLS��1LDJDUD���$�VHFRQG�FRS\�RI�WKLV�ZRUNV�KDQJV�LQ�WKH�2KLR�&DSLWRO�

Powell desperately wanted to be commissioned to complete the last panel of the Rotunda.  He sought advice from John 
Quincy Adams, of whom he had earlier asked for a sitting in order to paint his portrait.  He wrote Adams from Brown's 
+RWHO�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�LQ������

"Will you do me the favor to let me know how long you will probably remain in Washington?  It was my intention to have 
FDOOHG�XSRQ�\RX��RQ�6DWXUGD\�ODVW��EXW�LOOQHVV�KDV�FRQ¿QHG�PH�WR�P\�URRP�VLQFH�)ULGD\�QLJKW�� As I expect to be out tomorrow 
or next day, I should be glad to know, if you will remain here long enough, for me to paint the portrait for which I solicited 
you to sit?  I am also desirous to have some conversation with you in reference to the selection of a subject, for the rotunda 
Panel, and shall esteem it a great favor to have your views on this important matter."

Prior to this time, on November 20, 1846, while in Boston, Adams suffered his second of three strokes; he did not return 
WR�:DVKLQJWRQ�XQWLO�PLG�)HEUXDU\���������3RZHOO�DQG�$GDPV�HYHQWXDOO\�PHW��DQG�$GDPV�SHUPLWWHG�YDULRXV�VLWWLQJV�IRU�
his portrait between March and June, 1847.  It was in all likelihood painted in recognition of Adams' visit to Cincinnati in 
�����WR�OD\�WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\
V�FRUQHUVWRQH�RQ�D�KLOO�WKDW�HYHQWXDOO\�ZDV�QDPHG�0W��$GDPV�LQ�KLV�KRQRU�

During this period many details were absent from the Adams’ diary, which is attributed to his stroke.  Some art critics say 
WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�UHFRJQL]H�LQ�$GDP
V�IDFH��DV�GHSLFWHG�RQ�WKH�3RZHOO¶V�SRUWUDLW��WKH�WUDFHV�RI�WKLV�LOOQHVV�

“The rugged severity of expression usually present is gone and what we see is the almost pathetic, worried look of an old 
man whose sand was fast running out.”

John Quincy Adams Oil Portrait
BY JOHN E. VENTRE, COC HISTORIAN
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Powell’s request to Adams for a consultation on painting 
the last panel of the Rotunda evidently was granted.  Adams 
was known for his freely offered advice to artists on the 
subject of their historical paintings or sculptures, there is 
little doubt that he made suggestions to Powell with respect 
to his "Discovery of the Mississippi" and perhaps even 
aided him in securing its commission.  Perhaps Adams even 
offered advice on his own portrait.

In the summer of 1847, Powell returned to Cincinnati for 
a visit.  Powell was born in New York but he was reared in 
Cincinnati, and when he was about 11 years old he began 
painting lessons with James H. Bears.  Nicholas Long-
ZRUWK�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�D�¿QDQFLDO�EHQHIDFWRU�
RI�3RZHOO¶V���:KLOH�LQ�WKH�FLW\�GXULQJ�������
Powell, probably along with Longworth, 
visited the Cincinnati Observatory on 
Mt. Adams--the four acres of land 
upon which the Observatory was 
situated was four years previously 
donated by Longworth.

On February 7, 1848, Powell 
wrote from New York the fol-
lowing letter to Judge Jacob 
Burnet, the President of the Cin-
cinnati Astronomical Society.

“During my sojourn in Cincin-
nati last summer I made a visit to 
the Astronomical Observatory.  To 
say that I was pleased with it or came 
DZD\�JUDWL¿HG�ZRXOG�EH�WR�H[SUHVV�YHU\�
feeble the intensity of my (undecipherable 
word) or the feelings of pride with which my 
eyes rested upon the "Queen City" below, where right 
minded citizenry had raised this temple to a science which 
PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�GLJQL¿HV�DQG�VROLGL¿HV�WKRXJKW��LQ-
duces continued exploration of the mysterious soul-awing 
nature of our existence & of the mighty powers of the Great 
Creator.

I look upon the Observatory as a kind of "Mount Sinai" 
from whose heights the people of our fair City may hear 
the voice of God in the still twilight of the day.

Now my dear Sir having said this mainly in admiration of 
the Observatory I desire to make it (two words crossed out 
which cannot be deciphered) manifest by presenting to the 
6RFLHW\�D�SRUWUDLW�RI�WKH�YHQHUDEOH�PDQ�ZKR�ODLG�WKH�¿UVW�

Discovery of the Mississippi - �����:LOOLDP�+��3RZHOO��SKRWRJUDSK�FRXUWHV\�$UFKLWHFW�RI�WKH�&DSLWRO�
:LOOLDP�+��3RZHOO�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�DUWLVW�WR�EH�FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\�WKH�&RQJUHVV�IRU�D�SDLQWLQJ�LQ�WKH�5RWXQGD��+LV�GUDPDWLF�DQG�EULOOLDQWO\�
FRORUHG�FDQYDV�VKRZV�6SDQLVK�FRQTXHURU�DQG�H[SORUHU�+HUQDQGR�'H6RWR��ULGLQJ�D�ZKLWH�KRUVH��WKH�¿UVW�(XURSHDQ�WR�YLHZ�WKH�0LVVLV-
sippi River, in 1541. As De Soto and his troops approach, the Native Americans in front of their tepees watch, and a chief holds out a 
peace pipe. In the foreground is a jumble of weapons and soldiers, suggesting the attack they had suffered shortly before. To the right, 
D�PRQN�SUD\V�DV�D�FUXFL¿[�LV�VHW�LQ�WKH�JURXQG��3RZHOO������±������ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�2KLR��+H�VWXGLHG�DUW�LQ�,WDO\�
and worked on the painting in Paris. He also painted The Battle of Lake Erie, which hangs in the east Senate Grand Staircase in the 
&DSLWRO��7KH�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�WKLV�RLO�SDLQWLQJ�RQ�FDQYDV�DUH��������FP�E\��������FP���������LQ�E\��������LQ��

VWRQH�RI�WKH�HGL¿FH��7KH�+RQ��-RKQ�4XLQF\�$GDPV��� The 
portrait is I believe the last that has been painted of him & 
is esteemed a good likeness.  Should the Hon. Director of 
the Society with yourself be disposed to accept this humble 
expression of the interest I feel in the picture shall be for-
warded to you at once.”

On February 21, 1848, Adams suffered his third stroke and 
FROODSVHG�LQ�KLV�VHDW�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�+RXVH�RI�5HSUHVHQ-
tatives during the roll call on a voting resolution of thanks 
to American generals and troops who served in the Mexi-
FDQ�:DU���+H�ZDV�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�6SHDNHUV�5RRP�DW�WKH�
&DSLWRO��DQG�RQ�)HEUXDU\�����������-RKQ�4XLQF\�$GDPV�

died in that room.

On February 28, 1848, the Astronomical 
Society’s Board of Control resolved 

that the proposed donation of the 
portrait of John Quincy Adams by 
:LOOLDP�+��3RZHOO�EH�DFFHSWHG�
and that the thanks of the Society 
are to be presented to Mr. Powell 
for the same, and also that Pow-
ell be constituted as a member of 
the Society.

$GDPV¶�GHDWK�RFFXUUHG�¿YH�GD\V�
prior to the Society accepting 

Powell’s portrait of Adams, and 
potentially the Board members 

had not yet received word of Ad-
ams’ death.  Powell’s portrait of John 

Quincy Adams has continuously been 
displayed by the Cincinnati Observatory 

ever since.

The next time that you are at the Observatory, take some 
WLPH�WR�YLHZ�WKLV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLVWRULFDO�$GDPV�SRUWUDLW��
and notice that the small plate on the bottom of its frame 
VWDWHV�³:LOOLDP�+HQU\�3RZHOO´�DQG�WKH�GDWH�³����´���7KH�
SDLQWLQJ�LV�VLJQHG�³:�+��3RZHOO�3LQ[W������´���,W�LV�WKH�ODVW�
life painting taken of Adams.

References: Adams, John Quincy. Diary;  Cincinnati 
Astronomical Society Board of Control Minutes, Feb. 28, 
1848;  Cincinnati Art Museum. “The Golden Age-Cincin-
nati Painters of the Nineteenth Century”;  Oliver, Andrew. 
“Portraits of John Quincy Adams and His Wife”;  Powell, 
William Henry. Obituary;  Wheelan, Joseph. “Mr. Adams’s 
Last Crusade”;  &  Wikipedia

“...I look upon 
the Observatory  

as a kind of “Mount Sinai”  
from whose heights the  

people of our fair  
City may hear the  

voice of God in the still  
twilight of the day...”



The Cincinnati Astronomical Society’s Centennial
BY TERRY ENDRES AND CRAIG NIEMI

Long time member & volunteer, Mike Helfen, recently embarked on a 
new career. Mike bought a Furniture Medic franchise from the Service-
Master Company based in Memphis, Tennessee. Furniture Medic is one 
of seven service oriented business lines in the Service Master family. Fur-
QLWXUH�0HGLF�VSHFLDOL]HV�LQ�RQ�VLWH�SUHFLVLRQ�UHSDLU�RI�IXUQLWXUH�DQG�ZRRG�
for antiques, specialty items, millwork, paneling, doors and banisters, 
FDELQHWU\�DQG�PDQWHOV�DQG�KDUGZRRG�ÀRRUV��2WKHU�VHUYLFHV�FDQ�LQFOXGH�
FDELQHW�UHIDFLQJ��IXUQLWXUH�VWUXFWXUDO�UHSDLU�DQG�VWDELOL]DWLRQ��SUHFLVLRQ�
UHSDLU�RI�ZRRG�DQG�ODPLQDWH�VXUIDFHV��UH¿QLVKLQJ�DQG�SROLVKLQJ��DQG�FRORU�
matching. Each Furniture Medic franchise is independently owned and 
operated and can offer all or some of the services above.

As part of the 180+ hours of hands-on or on-line training, new Medics are 
encouraged to continue perfecting and maintaining the craft by donating 
WKHLU�VHUYLFHV�WR�D�ORFDO�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��0HGLFV�DUH�DOVR�EDFNHG�
XS�E\�D����KRXU�KHOS�KRW�OLQH�DQG�D�0HGLF�EXOOHWLQ�ERDUG�ZKHUH�WKH������
Medics can offer and exchange ideas and expertise.

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, photography 
KHOSHG�WUDQVIRUP�DVWURQRP\�LQWR�D�G\QDPLF�¿HOG�RI�H[SORUD-
tion.  Long exposures revealed secrets hitherto unknown to 
visual observers.  Try to imagine astronomy today without 
the remarkable images from the Hubble Space 
Telescope.  However, there was a time, one hun-
dred years ago, when one man’s decision not to 
embrace astrophotography led to the establishment 
of the Cincinnati Astronomical Society (CAS) on 
the west side of Cincinnati.

Dr. Delisle Stewart, a 
Harvard trained assis-
tant at the Cincinnati 
Observatory, was championing 
the use of photography as a 
research tool.  He could clearly 
UHFRJQL]H�WKH�YDOXH�RI�XWLOL]LQJ�
state of the art astrophotogra-
phy equipment for research.  
His superior, Dr. Jermain 
Gildersleeve Porter, was not 
as enthusiastic and chose not 
to incorporate photography 
into the research of the Cin-

The Observatory: Undergoing a Check-up
BY CRAIG NIEMI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

cinnati Observatory.  For the foreseeable future, Porter 
would dedicate most of the observatory’s efforts to classical 
astrometry as was the tradition of the observatory since the 
mid 1840’s.

'U��6WHZDUW��XQID]HG��¿QLVKHG�KLV�SURMHFWV�IRU�
Cincinnati Observatory and then left to form the 
Cincinnati Astronomical Society.  He envisioned 
a group dedicated to astrophotography and public 
education.  After attracting a group of like-minded 
colleagues, on April 21, 1911 Delisle Stewart’s 
&LQFLQQDWL�$VWURQRPLFDO�6RFLHW\�ZDV�RI¿FLDOO\�
chartered. To put aside any animosity between the 
WZR�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��'U��3RUWHU�MRLQHG�DV�D�FKDUWHU�

member of the new CAS.

The enthusiastic support Stewart attracted led to a grand 
design that incorporated three observing domes - the main 
dome to enclose a 27” telescope. The building was to be 
faced with enormous granite blocks salvaged from Cincin-
QDWL¶V�DUFKLWHFWXUDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH�
EXLOGLQJ�ZKLFK�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�ORVW�WR�D�FDWDVWURSKLF�¿UH�
where 6 lives were lost.
 
Because of the Great Depression nothing much beyond the 
lower level had been erected by the time Stewart died in 

Porter Scope Base 
BEFORE

AFTER

Dr. Deslisle Stewart
Cincinnati Observatory’s  
16” Telescope ca 1904



�������:LWKRXW�6WHZDUW¶V�SDVVLRQ��WKH�
EXLOGLQJ�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�¿QLVKHG�DQG�
today its skeletal remains lie nearly 
buried. This would not be the end 
of the Dr. Stewart’s Astronomical 
Society. Membership remained rea-
sonably strong, and in the late 1950s, 
&$6�PHPEHUV�SOD\HG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
role in Project Moonwatch for track-
LQJ�DUWL¿FLDO�VDWHOOLWHV��DQG�WKH\�DQG�
the public would soon be drawn into the Sputnikmania 
infecting the entire globe.

Through the subsequent decades, CAS’s fortunes wavered a 
bit. Nevertheless, members erected four observatory build-
ings to house its most cherished assets, their telescopes. 
&$6¶V�WZR�PHPEHU�EXLOW�UHÀHFWRUV�DUH�VWLOO�LQ�XVH�WRGD\��
7KH���´�UHÀHFWRU�IHDWXUHV�D�PLUURU�JURXQG�IURP�D�EDWWOHVKLS�
SRUWKROH�DQG�WKH���´�IHDWXUHV�DQ�H[TXLVLWH�PLUURU�¿JXUHG�
E\�WKH�ODWH�5LFKDUG�:HVVOLQJ�ZKR�RIWHQ�VKDUHG�KLV�RSWLFDO�
expertise in preserving the Cincinnati Observatory’s two 
historic telescopes. The crown jewel of the Society is the 
1880 eight inch Alvan Clark refractor acquired in 1924. 
The Clark telescope has its own remarkable story having 
had its lens stolen by a member and eventually recovered 
decades later through the persistent efforts of CAS member 
and Cincinnati Observatory historian John Ventre and the 
Antique Telescope Society.

Starting in early December, Mike began 
to touch up nicks and dings on the doors, 
trim and shelving in the Herget building in 
preparation for the Christmas Luminary. 
Since then, he has continued to work on 
such projects as touching up the Porter 
Scope base, repainting and blending in the 
baseboards and window sills on the north 
walls of the rotunda. He has also re-glued 
and repaired the memorial bench just inside 
the door of the Mitchel building, along with 
the library table and chair. He is working 
with John Ventre, COC Museum Com-
mittee Chair, on some other items to determine a plan of 
action. 

More than likely this will be an on-going project, keeping 
the COC in that “well used, but cared for look”. Between 
volunteering as a presenter, in another capacity or working 
on the wood at the COC, you’re sure to see the Furniture 
Medic truck at the COC more often.  

By the 1990s, visionary leadership 
led to a resurgence in the Society’s 
activities.  Light pollution hav-
ing found its way to the once rural 
headquarters location; funds were 
secured to purchase a dark sky site 
where Dr. Stewart’s 27” mirror 
gathers starlight. CAS built a new, 
multi-purpose headquarters with 
lecture space for over 100 visitors, a 

member’s library and archives.

The new headquarters has ush-
ered in another dynamic era of 
activity.  CAS is now devoting 
more resources and energy to 
outreach and public education 
including collaborations with the 
Cincinnati Observatory Center, 
college credit courses for Cincin-
nati State College, Scout badge 
SURJUDPV��.����VFKRRO�SURJUDPV�
and a full calendar of public star-
JD]HV��$FWLYLWLHV�WKDW�DUH�GUDZLQJ�
in new members who will share 
with the Cincinnati community 
Delisle Stewart’s passion for as-
tronomy into the next century. 

Mike has been a member since 1999. His son A. J. and 
daughter Judy were active participants in the Observatory’s 
)272.LGV�SURJUDP��$��-��MXVW�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�%*68�ZLWK�
a Bachelors in Physics and a minor in Astronomy and has 
begun an internship at the Buehl Planetarium in Florida. 
Mike can be reached at mike@fmh-restorations.com or 
������������

Window Sill & Trim
BEFORE AFTER
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Stewart’s Observatory

CAS’s 8” Clark Telescope



On a dreary late winter morning, Oliver 
“Bud” Baily made very clear points as 
to why he has been a supporter of the 
Cincinnati Observatory for more than 12 
years. 
But it started decades earlier. In 1959, he 
and his wife Joan lived on Observatory 
Place, two doors away from the Observa-
tory. By the 1970s, it was clear that the 
Observatory was no longer the cutting 
edge science that it had been a century 
earlier. The Baily family had moved to 
another home in Hyde Park, but Bud, 

an engineer at Cincinnati Milacron, remained interested in the 
Observatory, hoping something more could be made available to 
the public at the historical buildings. 
In the late 1990s, Baily learned that there was a resurgence of 
activity at the Cincinnati Observatory. He came for a visit at the 
request of Naomi Stoehr (Gerwin) and he’s been an advocate 
for the education and history programs ever since. He “had a 
strong feeling that it was important to keep this as a resource to 
the community” and joined the Board in 1999 shortly after the 
2EVHUYDWRU\�LQFRUSRUDWHG�DV�D�QRQSUR¿W�
Not a passive Board member, Baily has hosted events, been an 
active member of the Development Committee, researched some 
of the founders of the Observatory and been an enthusiastic advo-
cate for the National Historic Landmark.
Enthusiasm for the historical buildings and collections of the 
2EVHUYDWRU\�¿JXUH�VWURQJO\�LQWR�KRZ�%XG�YLHZV�FKDULWDEOH�JLY-
ing by his generation. He has regularly brought friends, neigh-
bors and children of all ages to tour the facility and feels that it 
provides a unique setting for illustrating the continuity of history. 
Every child who looks through the 1845 telescope and becomes 
enchanted by the stars has a connection to why the early donors 
felt their contribution in the Observatory would be a lasting 
investment. 
:KHQ�DVNHG�ZK\�KH�JLYHV�WLPH��WKRXJKW�DQG�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKH�
Observatory, Baily explains that he believes the Observatory is a 
rare setting to connect history as an inspiration and enhancement 
to learning science, astronomy, math, mythology and physics, all 
with one visit to the facility. “It’s more than a national monument 
or landmark. The programs go beyond rote learning in school 
to spark curiosity, while using a connection to the history of the 
country, science and the growth of Cincinnati.”
³(GXFDWLRQ�PXVW�EH�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�´�KH�OHDUQHG�IURP�D�<DOH�SURIHV-
VRU��:KLOH�KH�FKXFNOHV�DW�WKLV�WHUVH�SKUDVH��%DLO\�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�
exposure to the telescopes and the hands-on education programs 
stimulates a curiosity in children that can lead to a life-long pur-
suit and career. 
An Emeritus member of the Cincinnati Observatory Board, Bud 
Baily hopes you will join him in considering a gift from your 
IRA (see article below) to support the Cincinnati Observatory 
Center. You’ll be helping to keep the Observatory strong for the 
next seven generations. 

Charitable Contributions of IRAs
Individuals age 70.5 years old or older may make 
WD[�IUHH�³TXDOL¿HG�FKDULWDEOH�GLVWULEXWLRQV´�RI�XS�
to $100,000 of their individual retirement account 
�LQFOXGLQJ�5RWK�,5$¶V��GLUHFWO\�WR�D�TXDOL¿HG�
charity in a trustee-to-trustee transfer. The chari-
table gift bypasses reporting on the tax return (no 
IRA income is reported and no charity deduction 
is reported), which can keep a charitable person's 
adjusted gross income lower and thereby avoids 
any adjustments in Medicare premiums. Extended 
IRU�WZR�\HDUV�������DQG������

The 2010 Relief Act now extends this exclu-
VLRQ�DJDLQ�IRU�TXDOL¿HG�FKDULWDEOH�GLVWULEXWLRQV�
through 2011 and will apply to distributions made 
before January 1, 2012. The provision also con-
tains a special rule that allows taxpayers to elect 
WR�UHSRUW�DQ\�TXDOL¿HG�FKDULWDEOH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�
PDGH�DIWHU�'HFHPEHU�����������DQG�EHIRUH�)HEUX-
ary 1, 2011 as though it was made on December 
����������L�H���FRXQW�WRZDUGV�WKH������WD[DEOH�
year).

Foundation Support for  
Observatory
Expanding the Universe - a matching challenge 
JUDQW�IURP�WKH�+DLOH�86�%DQN�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�
2010-12 to expand education programs with 
the addition of a second Astronomy educator. 
The Observatory family is very grateful for the 
VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�IXQGHUV��WKH�$QGHUVRQ�
Foundation, the Dater Foundation, an anonymous 
donor and two private donors.

Preserving America’s First Telescope�±�WR�UH-
pair, restore and repaint the dome of the Mitchel 
%XLOGLQJ��SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�0HU]�	�0DKOHU�WHOHVFRSH�
for today’s school children and future genera-
WLRQV��:LWK�WKH�JHQHURXV�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
funders, the Mitchel dome will be repaired with 
PLQLPDO�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�WR�WKH�YLHZLQJ�DXGLHQFH��
the Sutphin Foundation, the Louise Taft Semple 
Foundation and the Schroth Foundation. The 
Ohio Valley Foundation also provided support 
that was received in 2011 for this project.

The Greater Cincinnati Foundation provided 
grants to support IT and communications im-
provements for operations and also a Summer-
WLPH�.LGV�JUDQW�IRU�WKH�Out-of-This-World Astro 
Camp Scholarships.

:H�DUH�GHHSO\�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�VXSSRUW�
of the Skyler Foundation. Their commitment to 
the education programs has enabled the programs 
to build on past successes and reach farther in the 
night sky for the children of our community.

Bud Baily, Emeritus Advocate 
BY LYN MARSTELLER, DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
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Settled in 1788, Cincin-
nati was considered the 
¿UVW�$PHULFDQ�ERRPWRZQ�
in the heart of the country, 
rivaling larger coastal  
cities in the early  
QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�LQ�ERWK�VL]H�DQG�ZHDOWK��$V�WKH�FLW\�JUHZ�
from canals and trains to streetcars and inclines, develop-
ment sprawled across nearby hills, bluffs, and low ridges 
EXLOGLQJ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�PHWURSROLWDQ�DUHD��7KH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
region, extending throughout southwestern Ohio, southeast-
HUQ�,QGLDQD��DQG�QRUWKHUQ�.HQWXFN\��FRQWDLQV�D�ZHDOWK�RI�
treasures that trace the culture and history of the area.

Visitors can learn more about this region by visiting the 
many historical societies, museums, libraries, homes and 
historic sites that encapsulate the area’s history. Today, this 
YLWDO�FXOWXUDO�OHJDF\�LV�SUHVHUYHG�E\�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�FRO-
laborating in Museums & Historic Sites of Greater Cincin-
QDWL��:H�FHOHEUDWH�WKLV�ULFK��GLYHUVH�DUHD�DQG�ZH�VLQFHUHO\�
hope that visiting our sites will impart an appreciation of 
the Tri-State area’s colorful natural and cultural history.
The Cincinnati Observatory has taken on a major role with 
Executive Director Craig Niemi chairing the Professional 
Development Committee and serving on others. Member-
ship in the group has connected the Observatory to students 
LQ�1RUWKHUQ�.HQWXFN\�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�3XEOLF�+LVWRU\�SURJUDP�
DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV��:H¶YH�DOVR�EHHQ�LQWURGXFHG�WR�D�
tremendous resource of local history experts and educators.

7KH�2EVHUYDWRU\�KDV�D�WHUUL¿F�VWRU\�WR�WHOO�DQG�RXU�JRDOV�
are to broaden our overall audience; expand our reach into 
.����VRFLDO�VWXGLHV��KLVWRU\�DQG�JHRJUDSK\�FXUULFXOXPV��
and offer professional development and enrichment for our 
volunteer museum educators.

A Sampling of MHSofGC Members: 

Museums & Historic Sites  
of Greater Cincinnati

American Sign Museum
Anderson Township Historical 
Society
Behringer-Crawford Museum
The Betts House Research 
Center
Cincinnati Observatory Center
Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame 
& Museum
Harriet Beecher Stowe House

Heritage Village Museum
Lloyd Library and Museum
Mercantile Library
Ohio Tobacco Museum
Reds Hall of Fame and 
Museum
Taft Museum of Art
:LOOLDP�+RZDUG�7DIW�
Birthplace

)RU�D�FRPSOHWH�OLVWLQJ�RI�PHPEHUV�DQG�HYHQWV�YLVLW�� 
www.historicgreatercincinnati.org

ScopeOut 2010 keynote speaker Dr. Michael 
Brown once again demotes Pluto. 
'U��%URZQ¶V�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�³+RZ�,�.LOOHG�3OXWR�
DQG�:K\�,W�+DG�,W�&RPLQJ´�

:KHQ�3OXWR�ZDV�¿UVW�GHPRWHG��SHRSOH�DVNHG�'U��
%URZQ��³:KDW�DERXW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ"�+RZ�FRXOG�
\RX�GR�WKLV�WR�WKHP"´�%XW��LQ�IDFW��FKLOGUHQ�OLYH�
lives that are always changing. It’s the adults 
who have had the hardest time reconciling the 
new understanding of the solar system with what 
they remember from when they themselves were 
children.

COC Executive Director Craig Niemi and Out-
reach Astronomer Dean Regas with renowned 
wildlife Artist John Ruthven and his wife Judith. 
“Eyes of the Night” was donated to the COC in 
1998 by Mr. & Mrs. H. C Neihoff and now with 
the Observatory’s restoration complete hangs 
proudly above Dean’s desk.

Snakes in Astronomy. One of the Observatory’s 
many multidisciplinary programs.



Education Focus - Spring 2011 
BY DEAN REGAS, OUTREACH ASTRONOMER

We’re expecting great things for our education programs this 
year.  First, in order to expand the outreach program, the Ob-
servatory has tried over the years to clone me.  After all, I can 
only be in one place (maybe two places) at a time.  And at long 
last, they have succeeded!  I’m happy to welcome our Out-
reach Educator, Leo Sack to the staff.  Leo began in astronomy 
education at the same place I did - Trailside Nature Center in 
%XUQHW�:RRGV���+H¶V�EHHQ�ZLWK�XV���PRQWKV�QRZ�DQG�LV�¿WWLQJ�
in wonderfully.  And on some days we even wear matching 
colored shirts without coordinating ahead of time.

In addition to having two educators in the classrooms of 
WKH�7UL�VWDWH��ZH�UHFHLYHG�DQ�DGGHG�ERRVW�WR�RXU�¿HOG�WULSV���
Through a grant from the Stillson Foundation, we are able to 

Outreach Educator,
Leo Sack

Merwin Brownie Girl Scouts Troop, December 3, 2010



Scout Programming Expands
BY LEO SACK, OUTREACH EDUCATOR

The Observatory’s education programming for Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout troops is growing, thanks to some new 
badge-earning program options for younger-aged scouts. 
The number of scouts served has jumped up dramatically as 
D�UHVXOW��IURP�����VFRXWV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�RI�ODVW�\HDU�WR�
����VFRXWV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�RI�WKLV�\HDU�

In previous years, programs 
for scouts were limited to 
outreach presentations and 
EDVLF�WRXU�DQG�YLHZ�¿HOG�
trip programs, similar to 
those done for school and 
homeschool groups. These 
are great programs and 
enjoyed by many, but they 
do not always meet a com-
PRQ�VFRXWLQJ�QHHG��HDUQLQJ�
astronomy-themed merit 
badges, belt loops, or pins.

In February 2011, the 
Observatory began offering 
special programs geared to meet the astronomy badge or 
pin requirements for Brownie- and Junior-level Girl Scouts, 
and Cub-level Boy Scouts. These evening programs are 2 
hours in length, and cover a variety of topics and hands-on 
activities in order to fully complete the requirements of the 
relevant badge or pin. This provides a longer and fuller ex-
SHULHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�FRQVWHOODWLRQ�VWDUJD]LQJ��PRRQ�SKDVHV��
telescope pointing, and more, in addition to the traditional 
viewing through the telescopes (weather permitting, as 
always).

Because some scout troops are very small, we also estab-
lished “Scout Badge Nights” on one Saturday evening per 
PRQWK��ZLWK�HDFK�QLJKW�GHYRWHG�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�GHPRJUDSKLF��
Brownies, Juniors, and Cubs. These are “public” badge-
earning programs that individual scouts and small troops 
can make reservations to attend, alongside other scouts of 
the same level. This way, a small troop can come without 
having to worry about paying a minimum group fee. 

Scout Badge Nights have already been done for February, 
March, and April, with great success. Daytime programs 
are under consideration for the summer months. 

For larger scout troops or troops that want other dates, 
badge-earning programs can be privately scheduled on 
0RQGD\��7XHVGD\�RU�:HGQHVGD\�HYHQLQJV�

More information is available on the new “Scout 
3URJUDPV´�SDJH�RI�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW��
KWWS���FLQFLQQDWLREVHUYDWRU\�RUJ�VFRXWSURJUDPV�KWPO��

offer free buses to schools wanting to visit the Observa-
tory.  The ever-increasing fees for buses are a huge deter-
rent to teachers who wish to bring a class to the Observa-
WRU\���7KDQNV�WR�WKH�JUDQW��ZH�DUH�DEOH�WR�KRVW�¿HOG�WULSV�IRU�
schools that were not normally able to afford a visit to see 
WKH�WHOHVFRSHV�DQG�EXLOGLQJV�¿UVWKDQG���'URS�E\�WKLV�IDOO�
to see the buses (and very excited students) roll into the 
Observatory.

In the past, summer used to be our slow-
HVW�WLPH�RI�WKH�\HDU���:KHQ�VFKRROV�ZHUH�
out, so was I.  But over the past few 
years, summer programming has taken 
RII���:H�ZLOO�EH�KRVWLQJ�VHYHUDO�VXPPHU�
camps and summer schools at the Obser-
vatory, visiting area libraries and nursing 
homes, hosting two weeks of summer camps, and two more 
weeks of graduate classes through Xavier University.  So 
much for my summer vacation!

Our favorite planets are back again in 2011 for our annual 
Planet Days series.  If you haven’t seen Saturn yet, the 
rings are back and just awesome to see in the telescope.  
You can sign up to see the Lord of the Rings on our normal 
Thursday or Friday programs.  

Maybe the most unique and popular of the Planet Days 
LV�IRU�RXU�QHDUHVW�VWDU��WKH�6XQ���6XQGD\�6XQ�GD\�6XQGDH�
(SSS) combines safe solar viewing of sunspots and solar 
ÀDUHV�ZLWK�WKH�MR\�RI�HDWLQJ�LFH�FUHDP�VXQGDHV�DW�WKH�2EVHU-
vatory.  SSS occurred on May 15 and 22. 

Upcoming special events include:
June 10 - School's Out Open House
$XJXVW������3LFQLF�8QGHU�WKH�6WDUV
September 10 - ScopeOut Telescope Fest
October 29 & November 5 - Jupiter Days

Scout Badge Nights will be:
6HSWHPEHU����������������SP����&XEV�%R\�6FRXWV
2FWREHU����������������SP���-XQLRUV�*LUO�6FRXWV
1RYHPEHU���������������SP���%URZQLHV�*LUO�6FRXWV
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:H¶UH�RII�WR�D�JUHDW�VWDUW�LQ�\HDU���RI�WKH�)XWXUH�*DOLOHRV�
SURJUDP���7KLV�LV�D�QDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG��1$6$�IXQGHG�
program to award telescopes and train 100 educators 
around the Tri-State to give star parties.  This year we 
selected 20 recipients from 74 applications from a variety 
of backgrounds who will work with a variety of age groups.  
The recipients must then attend three training sessions and 
deliver at least three public programs with the telescope 
prior to graduation on September 9.  

COC Publicity 
BY MARSIE NEWBOLD

This has been a stellar year publicity-wise for 
the Cincinnati Observatory!  My efforts have 
EHHQ�UHZDUGHG�E\�GR]HQV�RI�DSSHDUDQFHV�LQ�
the local and now international national media 
E\�RXU�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�2XWUHDFK�$VWURQRPHU�
Dean Regas.  I was able to arrange for him to 
be guest host for the iconic PBS series “Star 
*D]HU´�WKDW�LV�VHHQ�LQ����FLWLHV�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV���3OHDVH�FURVV�\RXU�¿QJHUV��
toes and eyes that he be named the permanent 
host.   This is a great chance for the Cincinnati 
Observatory to grow and share our one-of-a-
kind educational outreach programs.  I have created many 
opportunities and Dean has stepped up to the plate and hit 
the ball out of the park each time. I am in awe of his knowl-
edge, talent and love of teaching.  

At the beginning of each of the past three years that I have 
been working with the Observatory, I have set meetings 
ZLWK�'HDQ�DQG�DVNHG��³:KDW�ZRXOG�\RX�KDYH�PH�GR�IRU�
WKH�2EVHUYDWRU\"��:KDW�GR�\RX�YDOXH"´��/DVW�\HDU�KH�VDLG��
“Mainstream radio.” So, I have arranged for him to become 
WKH�³2I¿FLDO�$VWURQRPHU´�IRU�WKH�WRS�UDWHG����:/:�DQG�
KH�KDV�DSSHDUHG�ZLWK�0LNH�0F&RQQHOO��:LOOLH�&XQQLQJKDP�
DQG�-LP�6FRWW�E\�P\�FRXQW��QHDUO\�D�GR]HQ�WLPHV��+H�KDV�

even appeared on “America’s Truck-
ing Network” with Steve Sommers that 
is heard in every state in the U.S. and 
throughout Canada and Mexico.  In 
addition, he has been on Country Radio 
RQ�%����DQG�:$50�����,W�LV�VDIH�WR�VD\�
that the Cincinnati Observatory is now 
not only “The Birthplace of American 
Astronomy,” but is now “The People’s 
Observatory.”

'HDQ�KDV�DOVR�DSSHDUHG�VHYHUDO�GR]HQ�
WLPHV�RQ�ORFDO�WHOHYLVLRQ��RQ�:;,;�
)2;����:/:�&KDQQHO����:.5&�79�
���DQG�:&32�79�����7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�
many feature stories in the Cincinnati 

Enquirer, the Community Press papers and Cincinnati 
0DJD]LQH�DPRQJ�RWKHUV����$OO�WKLV�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�KLV�ORQJ�
UXQQLQJ������\HDUV�QRZ���³6N\�:DWFK´�FROXPQ�LQ�WKH�&LQ-
cinnati Enquirer. 

3OHDVH��H�PDLO�PH�DW��PDUVROHWH#LQVLJKWEE�FRP�LI�\RX�KDYH�
any ideas for feature stories or anything else!  As most 
of you know, I work as a professional publicist for many 
different types of businesses. The Cincinnati Observatory 
is my pro-bono account and I have grown to love the staff 
and many volunteers. Promoting the Cincinnati Observa-
tory is one of my great passions and I hope to continue for 
many years. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of our 
wonderful, astronomical family!

Future Galileos Update

.LWWL�+\NHV���$QGHUVRQ�<:&$�
Hamilton
0DWWKHZ�$UFKLEDOG���+RUL]RQ�6FL-
ence Academy
.DUHQ�&RG\���)HUQDOG�1DWXUH�3UH-
serve
Angela Cox - St. Dominic
Jane Daly - Ft. Thomas Schools
-HQQLIHU�(DVOH\���:LQWRQ�:RRGV�+6
&DVH\�)UD]HH���<:&$

Lisa Frick - Nagel Middle School
Jennifer Hogan - Individual
Bill Hughett - Lockland High 
School
Ann Jett - Seton High School
'RXJ�.HPSHU���/RYHODQG�,QWHUPH-
diate
Gloria Lane - Gamble Montessori
Jacqui Milliern - Mitchell, IN li-
brary, park, school

Tracy Molly - Erlanger Schools
Mellen Moors - Dressing Roger 
Bacon HS
Tony Severyn - Nativity School
Reuben Smith - Countryside YMCA
'DYLG�:KLWHKRXVH���%RRQH�&RXQW\�
Parks
/DXULH�:RRG���0D\¿HOG�(OHPHQWDU\

The trainees for 2011 are:

2010 Future Galileos Recipients



UC Communiversity
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES

An easy and fun way to 
learn more about astron-
omy, and a host of other 
exciting topics, is to enroll 
in one of the many UC 
Communiversity classes. Communiversity courses 
offer a more in-depth examination of popular topics. 
For over a decade the Observatory has been teaming 
up with UC’s Community Education Division to offer 
hands-on enrichment experiences for life-long learn-
ers. All the classes are held at the historic Cincinnati 
Observatory. If you miss a course it’s likely to be of-
fered again in the future so check with us often.

For more information and to register call 513-556-
6932 or visit www.uc.edu/ce

Coming Up:
Behind the Scenes at the Observatory - July 5th 
2SWLFV��,QVLGH�D�7HOHVFRSH���$XJXVW���WK�
6WDUJD]LQJ������$XJXVW���UG�
Comets & Meteors - August 29th 

Previous Courses:
2XU�0LON\�:D\
Searching for Other Earths
Mysteries of the Universe
Astronomy 101
The Space Shuttle Era - Go at Throttle Up
Spectacular Saturn
Voyage Through the Universe
Constellations and Mythology
-XSLWHU��.LQJ�RI�WKH�3ODQHWV
:KHUH�$UH�WKH�6WDUV"
Rocks from Space!
$VWURQRP\�:LWKRXW�WKH�0DWK
Mars, the Red Planet

June 2 Member’s Monthly Meeting

June 4 Stonelick Stargaze

June 5 FOTOKids Youth Astronomy Club 
(Sunday)

June 7 Volunteer Training Class

June 9, 23, 30 Astro Thursdays

June 10 School’s Out! Open House

June 12 & 26 History Tours

June 17, 24 Astro Fridays

June 13-17 Xavier University Science Teacher 
Workshop

June 21 Observational Astronomy for 
Members

June 25 Stonelick Stargaze

July 2 FOTOKids Youth Astronomy Club 
(at Stonelick)

July 2 Stonelick Stargaze

July 5 Behind the Scenes  
(UC Communiversity)

July 6 Snakes in Mythology

July 7 Member’s Monthly Meeting

July 8, 15, 22, 29 Astro Fridays

July 10 & 24 History Tours

July 11-14 Out-Of-This-World Summer Youth 
Camp (8-12 yrs.) 

July 14, 21, 28 Astro Thursdays

August 1-4 Out-Of-This-World Summer Youth 
Camp (10-15 yrs.)

August 13 Picnic Under the Stars

September 9 Future Galileos Award Ceremony

September 10 ScopeOut Astronomy Fair

September 13
Ultimate Educators Expo @ the 
Cincinnati Zoo

October 10 Moon Day Monday

                                          
www.cincinnatiobservatory.org  |  17



Foundations:
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The Cincinnati Observatory offers our sincere appreciation to 
these individuals, families, businesses, and foundations who 
supported us in 2010:
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Bill and Carroll Ennis
Phyllis Ann Eversole
Timothy Fair and Selena Reder
Charles Fairbanks
Rick Fay
Alice Fegelman
Fegelman Family
Sharon Felton
Richard and Joan Finan
*Jeanette and Greg Fisher

5LFKDUG�DQG�.DWKOHHQ�)LVKHU
Ashley Fite
$P\�)LW]JLEERQV
%RE�DQG�0DU\�)LW]SDWULFN
6WHYHQ�-��)LW]VLPPRQV
Eric and Cathlin Flamme
Rob and Ann Flanagan
Noah and Julie Fleischmann
Terry Flesch
*Michael and Jeanine Flick
:LOOLDP�DQG�'HDQ�)RVWHU
Yasmeen Fowler
Ann Fox
Mark C. Franke
Dr. Alan Frankel
/RXLV�:��)UHHVH
.HQQHWK�-��)UHQFK
Stephen and Patricia Frey
Carol Friel
Friends of the Observatory 
Mark Fulton
Lola and Jim Gabel
Sarah Gallant
Dean Garner
James and Mary Garvey
Jane Garvey and John Lanier
James and Mary Geers
Daniel and Anne Gentile
Michael S. George
*Naomi and Bob Gerwin
Jack Gibson

.DUO�DQG�0DJJ\�*LHVHNH
Robert Gilbert

Brian Gill
Nancy Gilligan
Julie Glassmeyer
Barbara Gloeckner
*Faith and Sylvan Golder
5DOSK�DQG�0DU]HWWD�*ROGVPLWK
Steven and Shelley Goldstein
Jerome and Mary Gonnella
Cinda Gorman
Bob and Diane Gottmer
Joseph Graser, Jr.
Beverly Gray
.LPEHUO\�DQG�/R\�*UHJRU\
Brenda Grier
Jim and Sue Groen
Bob Grosse
Guy Guckenberger
Roger Guffey
Nakul Gupta
.HQQHWK�+DDJ�DQG�$UG\WKH�

Morrow
Michael and Mary Ann Haap
Sandra Haas
Robert Hale
Jeff and Lynne Hamner
Greg and Linda Hand
*Margaret Hanson and  
%ULDQ�.LQNOH
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